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Mr. Sfbamb: — > 

The following is the MTorn testimonj taken before 

your Committee on Military, in regard to the outrages eom- 

mitted by the En l^lux Klan in Middle and West Tennessee; 

Respectfnllyi 

Vf. J. Smith, 

Cf^airmwn Committee on Military. 



^Teviimony of &eo. F. BowIm. 

Qibestion. What is yoiir name, age, residence, occupation; and 
have you been molested by any person or persons, if so, by whom t 

Ans. My nam^ is George P. Bowles, my age is 24 years, I am now 
stopping in the city of Nashrille, and have been since July 7th, 
1868. Was, before the late war, a resident of Fayette county, Ten- 
nessee; was, by occupation, a farmer; can^e to Pulaski, Giles countyi 
Tennessee, in the year 1865, when I fbllpwe^ bfu^beriog up to about 
July, 1866, when I went into the grocery busin^s^Jn which biiai- 
ness I remained until about June, 1,867; w^pn I took up a ciolpred 
school near Corners ville, Giles county, Tennessee. I suqceeded in 
getting along ifith said school perfectly agreeal^lj^ as far ^s I coul4 
learn, to abo\;it the 15th jFanuary, 1868^. when a band of ahqu^ 
twelve masked persons came to my boar^ipag hqu$e apd asd^d whp 
lived there, changing their voie^; on being apsw^^thj^y fur- 
ther enquired;if there ufas a wh^t^ . ma^i i^jbopping th^e, TirheA an- 
swered than there was no% aal^ed the gentlen^in pf the hou^ wJiup 
he voted for, when he told them that he did not vote for ^y one,; 
they then asked him if he belonged to tb^^ ^nipnl^eague; he told 



them he did not. There being two other gentlemen in the house 
with myself, they asked us who we voted for. One of the gentle- 
men answered, we voted for no one; which they disputed, saying, 
he told a d — •— d lie, that we voted for Brownlow, and that they did 
not want to hear of our voting for him again; that if they did that 
they would send us to hell or heaven, one. They then asked if there 
was any one in tfne^hou^e %Mch l)|lo(k^d |[> {h^fUtikh League ; was 
answered there was not. They said we had better not, leaving, say- 
ing, that they would call on us again. Within about one half an 
hour they returned, entered the house, broke open my valise, and 
^\ searched my papers, finding one letter — which yras written to me 
by a political friend — which they read to Klan, which had increased 
^ to about fifty in oumber. Shey then left, .saying, they would re- 
turn soon. . 

I, was not disturb any mor^ until about the 26th of June, 1868, 
on, or about which time, one of my students Tound in my school 
house, a note^ a cop^ of which is as follows: 

"CoEipj^mLB, Tenn., June 26th, 1868. 
" ToUy the Trustees of the Colored School and Church: 

"Sirs: — This is to notify you, that you cannot have any 
more schools, or gatherings of any kind, at your present location 
on the pike. You mnst move it to some more private place, so that 
you will not come in collision with the white people. Take warn- 
ing in time. 

' "We say to you^ Bowles, don't attempt to teach -any longer at the 
place you are at, for you cannot doit." 

^he same dsiy my schod was to turn out for an exhibition at 
night, it being the close of the session. About 12 o'clock, M., 
a crowd of about 10 miin, unmasked, palled my school, and re- 
marked that, ^^hey intended tOr come up thlEtt mght and make you 
negroes hulit joui* hole^, so prepare to meet your God." 

I tJien called upon the Recorder of the village, and he said he 
could give me no help, as my school was out of the corporation. 
I called upon a number' of the citizens, who advised me to suspend 
my exhibition^ whifth I ciid. ■ Thete being some persons remaining 
"oii the schoo! houses grounds where they weilre visited about 9 
o*clock, P. M., by i btod of'^boiit 12 or 14 men, who formed in 
lini^ and gave thrie^ cheiers for Jeff Davis, and the Ku Elux Elan. 
They then dismounted^ with piistols Inliand, and came in the crowd 
of men and women, "^nd commenced using obscene language. 



when the crowd began t(>;8catter. There was ajiumber of oolored 
men who had armed and hid themselves somewhere nep^r by, who sur- 
rounded this band and arreated a part of the i^umber. When cap- 
tured, they declared that "thejr ot^y did whi^t they had through fun." 
They were then released, I^«kying in the diseption of CornersviUe* 
The crowd then broke up; part of them^ however^ met again withm 
about half-a-mile froin there. Some 25 men passing said party 
quietly: after passing them some 200 yards^ the party fired a voir 
ley and fled from the place* 

The following Saturday night, ^fi^bout: 9 Q'clock, P. M., a sqvad 
of men passe J the school house in the direction of CornersviUe. 
Some half an hour after said party passed, we. were waited upon "by 
some citizens of the town, and advised to bre^k ,up our meeting, 
which was a Debating Society, or that we wo^^ ^ ^^^^ upon by a 
band of armed men, who. were then ia tow^« We acted as advised. 

The following Saturday nigh*; there was a Urge party, number- 
ing some 200. or more, came to Oorner^yille and enquired as to 
where I was. This parl^ was arme^ and masked.. Proceeded iz^ 
, the direction of Pula^kL . iWent to Mr. Marphb^nk's^ and shot and 
killed Mr. M. Burklo— so I was informed by JVIr. Marchbanks, 
himself. 

On Monday following, I was advised J)y the citi^i^ens qf Corners- 
viUe, to leave the place^i. They statpi that they .believed that J.^ 
waa unsafe there that night« The house where I wa& Ix^ardi^g, 
was visited by a party in mask, who enquired for me, at the same 
time making threats. . 

I left next morning, fully believing that if I remained there, 
that I would be killed by them. I am now in the City of Nash- 
ville, Tennessee. Other colored people are here from that place to 
preserve their lives. Chao. F. Bowles. 

Sworn and subscribed to before me, this 31st day of July, 1868. 

W. J. Smith,. Chairman Conu 

Evidence ef Pink Harris, ; ^ 

What is your name, age, residence, ocJciipation? Do you know 
anything of an organization known as the Ku KIux Klan; if so, siate 
all you know of it ? n 

My name is Pink Harris, my age is 23 years; am a farmer ty 
occupation; reside on Bradshaw Creek, Giles county; Tennessee. 1 
saw them in mask about two hundred in* number, at a church in my 
settlement. This was in April, as well as I can remember. I saw them 



agahi in same iti6nth, t#o in number. They came to my honse 
masked and armed, and knocked at my door. My son opened the 
door and told me that there were Kn Elnx at the door. I then 
went to the door, and they called for water. I gave it to them. 
Ajfter that they asked iPT did not have a pistol. I answered, I did. 
They asked to see it. They took it away with them, and ordered 
me to say nothing al^otit it, isayixig, if I did, that they would place 
the rope which he had, around my neck; and they then left me, telling 
me that if they came again they were going to hang me. I did not 
see them in mask again until about the 12th of July, 1868, when 
they again came to my house armed and masked, took me out of 
the house and threatened to hang me. I begged th)&m not to do so, 
and asked them if I had done anything to them. They answered, 
that I had not. I a^ed them if they had known me to say any- 
thing against them. TUey said not. They then told m^ to stay at 
home, and' not be rulining about. They asked me who I was work- 
ing for. I said to them that I was workiiig for one Wm. Harrell. 
They then asked me if Bfe. Harrell and myself had had any fall- 
ing out. I told them that we had not. They abused me for having 
been in the tfnited States^ Army. They then stripped me and whipped 
me severely, and released me. I at once reported to Mr. Harrell; and 
he told me he could do notldi^g in the matter, and advised me as a 
friend to leave at once, which I did. Mr. Harrell promised me that 
he would take the best care of my wife and family he could till I 
could return. He directed me how to get away. I am here in the 

city; am afraid to go back without protection. 

his 
" Pink M Haekis. 
mark. 

Sworn and stdbscribed to before me, this August &th, 1868. 

W* J. Smith, Ch*m Com. 

Evidence ofD, B. Q-arretiy of Marshall County — recalled: 

Question. State what b your name and age, and where you re- 
side, and^ow long you have been a citizen of said county; ^so,' 
your occupation. 

An,9wer, My name is D. B. Garrett; I reside in Marshall ^county 
— was born there; I am twenty-four years of age; have resided in 
Marshall county all the time; I am a school teacher. 

Q, State whether or not, you have seen or known of any organ- 
ized band known as Ku E.lux;. if so, what appeared to be their 
object, and, in general, all you know about them. 



A. i have seen them! twice; the first tinae, there were ten or 

twelve in numt)er, and on the second time— the 15th of June— 

about twenty; all masked and armed with pistols, and some guns. 

They had threatened to *^reak my neck," and s?bid that they 

would whip Ben. Scales that nighj;. They took Louis Stegall and 

whipped him that night about 40 or 50 laaties. They then left us 

and went to Chappel Hill. I left home, 'and have not returned 

since. 

Sworn and subscribed to August 3rd, 1868. 

D. B. (Jabrbtx. 

Evidinee af Benjamin MoHee* 

Benjamin Ifartse, being duly sworn, depoees and says: 

Question. State what is your name uaiA age, and wbe»6 you re*- 
side^. and how long you haT« been a eitia^ of said county; also, 
your occupation. 

AmBwttf. My name is Benjamin Martze, and I reside in Maury 
County, was born there; I am a carpenter by trade; I am twenty- 
eight years old. 

Q. State whetfaor or not you know or have seen an organized 
band in that county, disguised, and known as Eu Klu:^; if so, 
what appeared to be their object, and, in general, all you know 
abont tb^m. 

A. Oh the 4th of July, about dark, I saw a large squad of men 
pass my bouse. ^ They were dressed in masks; also, their horses; 
there were about fifty of them. I got out of my house in order to 
keep out of their way, but they searched and fotind me^' tod took 
me half-a^mile, where some five or six hundred were gathered, and 
Aey swore they would hang m^eT^hey ttsked me if I belonged to 
the VnwtL League, and I told then;^ that I did. They said if I be-' 
longed to ibe League, using an oath, that they woidd shorten my 
days now. They then took me to a tree and threatened to hanjg 
me,* but did not do it. They finally told me to go home. 

lb about two weeks, a squad of them came back again, masked 
as* before^ abottt an hour or two before day, and told mt to get up 
and open the door. My wife got up to open it, while I was getting 
ufider the floor. They then inquired where Ben. Martfee was, and 
my wife told them that she dSdnot know;^ they then swore that she 
di^know, and sud if she did not tdl where I was, that they would 
kill her; she said they would h&ve to kill her, for she did not know, 
and they might as well kill her as me. They then commenced 
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• slapping her to iqake her tell; and from that they went into the 
room where I was hid under, the floor: and one of them said, ^^see. 
boys, here is a bed full of them; no, it is a,d d wopian in the 
bedl!*' They then asked her if' Sen. Martze was in the house; she 
tolcT them she didn't know; yea, you bitch, you do Jknow. They then 
tixxqk, her with a gun; she said Ben. Martze was not in the house; 
then said one, where is Sen. Martze, to ^ small chil|d,in the house; 
the child said he was under the bed; then they went to taking up 
the floor^ and took all up but a^little/ but rdjd; i^<>^ $i^<l ^!^' They 
then started^ and as they left, my wSe asked them what they had 
against Ben. Martze; they said he belonged to the Union League, 
and my wife remained; 4h»t *^alt the colored men belonged to the 
Union League, and why persecute my< busbaad?'- ' Tkej said they 
would commence with hixn^ and biU hinv first; ako^ that they intend 
to kill from^fifteen years upwards, and they could manage the women. 
I then left, and have not returned home since. his 

; ... BBNJAMiH XMAS72E. 

piark. 
Sworn and subscribed to before me, the 3d of August, 1868* 

W.. J^S?«iTH, Ch'n Com. 

l)aniel Scales, being sworn, deposed: 

Question. What is your name, ago, residence and occcupation?: 
Qave you been molested; if so, whes^, where and.by whom? 
',A»^wer, My, name, is Daniel Scales, I a^i. about 45 years old; 
I .I'eiude jiear Chftppel jGCU^ Marshall County, Tenn^ on theprem- 
isi^.of i!4r.. McCprd; myo^upation isfannip^ 

X was molested by a band of masked and armed men, known as 
the Ku Klux Elan, on or about the l&th day of June, 1868, whd 
came to my house about 20 or 2$ in number, broke down my door, 
and se^ced my house, swearing that they inteadeid; to have me if 
they could find me; that I. was one of Bjrowplow*B leading men. 
They left my tiouse and went to Mr« David Chriatman's, who lived 
abojotrthr^e-qaarters of a mile from me. I and another friend fol- 
lowed^th6m up: They broke open. the doors of hifl house, and took 
out Mr.. Lewis StegalVblindrfolde^ him.. and whipped him severely. 
Me and my friend, be}ieyiiig they w^re ^iag to kill him, fired upon 
thjemi dispersing theooi at onoe. I had a t^ with Mr. MoCord 
about that time, and he ad^sed ine to leav^, sayiipig that they were 
determined to ruin the country. He said ^at-.it was the citixens 
whp were doing this. » ' 
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They whipped my bro Aer the Friday night before they werie ,«t 
my house, and he told me that they said they werd' £0^ to whip 
all the members of the Union Lea^e who liyed iA.that county* r 

There are many men in the eity of Nashville, togejther wili myr 
self, who have left their homes to save their livea^ 

. Ben^ : Scams.; , 
Sworn ai;id subscribed to before me, thifi, August Strd, 1868. ; 

. . : J .• .....■•;. W..J[- -Smith, .. .,.. 

Chairman CSommittee. 
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Manuel Sykes, being called as a witness, was duly sworn: 

Question. State what is your name and age, and where you.re-^ 
side, and how long you have been a citizen of said county; also, 
your occupation. 

Answer. My name is Manuel Syl;es; I am about 45 years of 
age ; 1 was born iii Maury county ; have lived there all my life;, by 
trade, a stone mason. 

Q. State whetlier ypu know, or have seen an organized bi^nd 
in that county, disguised, and knowti as Eu Klux; if so, what ap- 
peared to be their object, and ii^ general, all you know about them. 

A. On the 4th of; July, about dark, I started from my wife's to 
my father-in-law's. I met one about 100 yards from my_.house: he 
was disguised; I did not speak to him, nor he to me. When I got 
to my father-in-rlaws I saw 15 or 20, all in a lope. They had three 
flags. I stood and looked at them, but they went c^ towards my 
house. When they got* to my houae, they were fired on. I did 
not hpar the firing. I had started back home, when I met a man. 
He asked me if 1 did not hear the firing. I, said no. I went near 
enough towards home to see that they had, formed a line of battle 
around my house. . ^Ch^y were skirmishing ^4 fighting from that 
until day^ with oolq^ed men,- numbering some 1^ or 20. They 
caught one man that wfis hi4 from them that night, named £en 
Mays; they took hi^ to HjoadrQwrterq.^ They then, took six frpin. 
their beds, out of theii[ own ho^s, frpm ^heir wivefs^and families- 
They told them that I was,a Gap|;ai% i^d had i^.. company drjillifig , 
to fight the Ku Klu2^. : They asked tl^em if they belonged totli^^j 
Union League. They answered yes. They then asked them, if 
they cUd not know that it was wrong. They told ^thern to quit the 
League, and if they (Kd.liot, they [the Ku Klux] w;ould kill thenu; 
They were determined to break it up. :Th6y would kill him, Gk>d 
damn them, and •all Union white me^ thai; belong^ to it; that; 
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thej were determined to break it up. They said they were deter- 
mined to catdi me, and hang me when caught. 

The next morning. Col. Milton Norris sent for me. When I got 
to him, he told me that the connfty had no laws, and that they 
were bonnd to have laws. That these Radical niggers, and Radi- 
cal white men had mined the country. The Eu Eluz were bound 
to kill all men that do not obey*their laws. He then asked me 
where I expected to be on the next Monday. I told him that I 
expected to help L. D. Myers to thrash wheat. He then told me 
that if he did not ^ee me he would leave word with my wife where 
to meet him at a certain place, on Monday night. He asked me if 
I had any fire-arms. I told him no; that I had neither, gun nor 
pistol. I expected to meet him at that time, but three men came 
to me in the afternoon^ and told me that if I did not leave right 
then that I would be in a terrible fix ; that they would hang me 
that night.' 

Q. Did you take their advice, and leave? 

A. Yes, sir, I left that day. It was the 6th of July, 1868. 
That is all I know about it. 

his ' 

Manuel X StkES. 
Witness — RoBT. Eaton. mark. 

^Milton Leftwick, being called as a witness, was duly sworn: 

Question. What is your name, age, residence, and occupation ; 
have you been molested; if so, when, where, and by whom? 

Answer. My name is Milton Leftwick; my age is about 26 
years; I live in Columbia, Maury county, Tennessee; was born and 
raised there; am a painter, by trade. 

I have been molested by a band of masked men, who weie armed. 

This was about three weeks ago. This band of men came to my 
house, about 40 in number, and called for me. I had seen them in 
time to get out t>f their wtty. They called fbr me, and was told 
by my wife, that I was not there. They then came into my house 
aad searched it, and then left and Went to Mr. Isreal Webst^s's 
house, who lived about a quarter-of-a^mile from my house. They 
broke open his house, broke up his dishes, etc. They then went 
to Mr. Thomas Phelp's, took him and brought him back by my 
house, and carried him away. He has since been fbund dead. 

A few days before this band to came to my house, I was at "the 
house of ISx. miomas Rainey. Some of this band came there and 
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took him away and killed him. ' These ocotxrreigLceB are frequent in 
that locality. 

This band have different colored masks— ^ome ^ite, some red; 
and black high caps; and their faces coyered with y%i\». Some of 
their hordes are masked, also; and the object of the Klan appears 
to be that of whipping and killing Union men« 

I am tiow a refogeer to this city ^Nashville] for safety, ^here 
are otiany others who are ans^ious* to sare their lirefl, and they con* 
tinue to come. - - 

The late Confederate soldiers, ani] rebels, swear that they are 

determined to vdte any how, regardless of the law forbidding the 

same. his • 

Milton Xi Leetwick. 

!,. majrk. 

Sworn^and subscribed to before me^ this the 8d day of August, 

1868. . W-P. Gabnek. 

^Anderson Cheatham being called as a witness, was duly sworn: 

Question. State what is your nisime and age, and where you re- 
side, and how long you have been a citizen of said county, also your , 
occupation. • ' 

Answer. My name is Anderson Cheatham; I reside in Maury 
county: I have lived there three years: I am a barber by trade; I 
was 24 years of age last June! 

Q. State whether you have seen or know anything of a Ku KIux 
organization, or the existence of such an organization; if so, their 
object, and in general, all you know about them. 
^ -4.. I have been seeing them for the last six months. The first 
time I saw them was the time they took a white man out and hung ^ 
him. His name was Watf s, or Walker. The next time I saw them 
they were hunting Tom White, a school teWcher. The next" time I 
saw Ijhem was a squad of about fifteen. They were going to break 
up a prayer meeting I was attending and leading.vThey asked who 
I was, and one of them said, this is that damnedT/heatham. , 

Q. Who was it that said this? 

A. It was the Captain of the Klan, Milton Voris. The next 
sqiftd I saw was on the second Prid&y in June. There was eight of 
them. They came in the Square. 'The next time I saw them was 
at my house. There was another party of ^hem below the house. 
I don't know how many was in that lot. They knocked at the 
door. My father-in-law opened the door; but before it wa^ Opened 
they said they woidd be Clt)ddamlied if they did not burBtHopenif 



it was not opened quidc. They were btiititig'^ for mj ^ brother^in. 

law. His name is Israel Webster. They asked where he ^as. 

My father^in^ila'W said he had aot «een him in -two w^ekd.' TKey 

t^en wanted to know who was in the houses My»&the(r told thjdm 

there was no one but his own family. They ordered that^' a light 

should be made. One of them;saidhe would Tonqh:£Dr ^^Old Lie," 

so that there was no light made.. They enquired if. he had any 

arms abouti the house. Father told them, no, he neyeittkad a pistol 

in his life. They then went to Hugh's house: that is myc brotherr 

in-law's, across the yard. They had a light made^. atid^went in ahd 

searched f6r arms, and 9*sked where: the pistol was be had the other 

day. The reply was, that it was not his pistol, it was Brown's. 

They then enquired if he belonged to the Union League. He said 

he did before they broke it up. They then enquired where Jeff 

Brown lived.. They intended to have him if' he wi«-oSi the top of 

the ground. ' They were bound to have him and Israel Webster, if 

it took all night. They then went to Webster's house and broke 

the doors and windows down, went in, and threw everytJbing out of 

doors, and put a chunk of fire under the house to burn it down. 

They then went to Tom Kelley's house and took Mm out^^ tied his 

hands fast, and put a rope around his neck and took him off. He 

has not been seen since. This morning I learn that he was shot 

and thrown in the river. He has raised to the surface and been 

identified. They came to my shop and took Tom Galloway away. 

He has not been seen since that time. They went to Old Sister 

Wallace's house, took her out, whipped her, and abused her very 

badly, a^d broke three of her ribs, and shot at her husband twice, 

as he was making his escape. 

' Q. Why is she caUed Old Sister Wallace? 

A. Shfi is.an old lady, and a member of our church. 

his 

Anderson X Cheatham. 
mark. 

Sworn and'siibscribed to before me, this 8d day of August, 1868. 

R. P. Eaton. 

J Evidence of Woihingtan Davi9. 

Que^idu What is your ni^me, age, residence, occupation; and 
have you been molested by a band or Elan knowu as Ku lOux, if 
so, when, .where, and how? . • . . 

Answer. . Washington Davis, my a^e is 21. years^ I reside in 
Columbii^, Tennessee, I am a blacksmith by trad^; t^ave lived in 
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Columbia Tmmeisee, about three years. I was molested by a band 
of i!neni;kBown ;{«. dhe Ku Elux Klaa, who oamet'o my house at 
about 10 a'elook at iiii^hty about six weeks ago, five in number. 
Aia^ed. ihy. wife where I was* She told them I was gone to the 
next. h»im^ - They^ then .broke open my^^ door and went in. my 
honse ' and . shot, lufa my wife. The ball weiM» through the head* 
board, swearing that; they .would kill her; They then; eame to a 
neighbor's house, Mr. Henderson Birdlong-e^ aiMi shot through his 
door^ and shot 'hitn^ I was there. They then left^- firing through 
the. windows- o£ the house '.fioing. to the barn, thsy strobed it foxr 
the Hon^'£L M.i^Arnell,.a8 I was informed, by ^Oiod authority. 

The night of the 4th of July, 1868, sixteen of that Klan came to 
my, house and stopped aoad looked around the house, aotd left. 
After theyieft^Z heard the firing of «hots on the Mount Plea^ 
sant Pikeb^ Aboat two weekd ago ahouitthirfy of the Elan ieame by 
my hoiuse with^twOi colored men unde^ arrest, wi jthoilt their cl othes, 
and bar efootMi^ s : They then had two flags witb^ theisu • I have b^n 
seeing rsom^. of this- Klan nince liuit Fall. At.one.tkne I saw about 
seventTj^five of them come out Df fh^. Cumberland Cl;utfch in Colum- 
bia, Tetnnessee, . rTh^y oalled me by name^ but I did not recognise 
thenu ••. • .".. I'.i'.ii'' • ■• ^.,: his 

■::.,^ . ....;••.■ WASHi?r9i;Q]Si:X. Davis, 

mark. 

Sworn and[ subscribed to before me, this 3d 4ay pf August, 1868. 

W, A, Garner. 






J 'Sim Wilks, aged '22 years, being dtdy sworn, deposes and says 
as follows:' = . .. • . . - 

Question, - Where do you live, w;hat is your occiipation, and 
have you btBen in any way molested; and if so, when, Where, and 
by whom? 

Answer. I live in Columbia, Maury County, Tenneiisee. I am 
a rock mason. On Friday night, in June last, there came a clan 
of men, about twenty-five in number^ Known as the Ku Elux 
Klan, to my house. Hived in the second story of the building, 
and heard them cothing up, and made 'my escape through a small 
window, and got on the top of the bouse. They seirched the house 
for me, and ichoed'and iced my wife to make her tell where I 
was, anrfthi-eatened to hang her if she (Jid not tell where I was, 
and said they intended to hang me if they could ever get their 
hands on me. They were in disguise, and I did not now them. I 
heard some rebels talking the next day about what they aimed to 
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do rntii me if they caught me. Thejr did not know me, but I 
knew them^ They said they intended to kave hung me if they had 
caught me. And I wae satisfied, from their/ conTersation, that 
they were engaged in the isearch for me. I had seen die Kn TSLux 
before the night of the search, and those makmg the teardb were 
disguised in the same manner as those I had seen before, with hi^ 
g white paper hats, shrouded in white, Mid masked oTear the faoe, 
looking Hkie a dough'-face. 

Previoq» ta the ni^t of the search for be, they had <aken my 
pistol from me, and told me if they caikght me with any more Arms 
they intended to hang me. I serred tVo yeairs and six months in 
the Federal Army. 

^ About the first of June, two coi^ored men we|re' taken out of jail 
aisfd hung; said to be done l^ the said Klan; I Jiaw them hanging 
next mornings on the IHilasM pike. I aso saw a- -white mim hang- 
ing before that; said to have been hung by ^ibeKlan, and the one 
who is said' to hare killed Bickner, or sonie such imaie. One of 
the cdored men was acoiised of burning a bam. «Km Booker, 
one of the Klan, said that he tied the rope around hie neck, but 
was now sorry for it, Iks the evidence showed ^ colored man to be 
innocent of the charge, and that Tom Halcom burned the barn.' 

I left Columbia four weeks ago, and have not been there since. 
I. left to keep from being hung, and cannot return back there with- 
out protectton. I left wages due me for about six months' labor, 
at $12.50 per month. My employer is a rebel, in sympathy with 
said Klan — as, they often pass,ed his premises ancl talked with him; 
and I have heard him boast about what he could make them do. X 
lived on his la^d, and he ref^i^d to settle with 6r pay me; and be- 
cause I insisted on my rights,' he assaulted and struck me with a 
stone; and on the following night, the Ku EIux came after me e>s 

before explained- 

I, also know of two colored men who were t^ken by them from 
their houses, and. very badly beaten. They also beat their wives, 
and broke up all their dishes, and told them if they went to town 
to report to the Colonel commanding the post, thl^t they would hang 
them. There were j^bout thirty in number of them. Jt wa^ un- 
derstood among them, as J heard from their own lips, that they 
were to. give those colored people 25 lashes apieice-— that is^ each 
one of the l^lan was to inflict that number of l^he^ upon them. 
But I djon't'think they did it, as it certainly would hs^ve produced 
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death; but they were very badlj beaten. ;Said Klau were in the 

usual disguise. 

his 

, NiM XWlLKS. 

Witness^-B. T. B. Fostbe. mark. 

^Hon. Win. Wyatt, being called as a wittness, was duly sworn: 

Question. State what is your name and age, and where you 
reside, and how long you have been a cdtizen of said county; also, 
your occupation. 

Amwer. My name is William Wyatt;, I am sixty years of age, 
and reside in Lincoln County, Tennessee^ where I have lived for 
nearly sixty years. I am a farmer and school teachei:* 

Q, State whether you have sees, or know anydmig of the ex- 
istence of a Ku Klux organization; if so, their olgeet, and in 
general, all you may know about them. 

A. Before I left Nashville, I heard that there was an organisa- 
tion known as Ku Elux, uid heard of them riding into Nashville 
before I left, but did not see them. On returning home to lan- 
eoln County, I heard of the same organization ijoi our county, in 
large numbers. Some time in the month #of April, they came to 
my house, supposed to be about forty or fifty, dressed in masks. 
They rode up to my gate and hallooed hello ! ! Some eight or ten 
alighted and came into my porch, and rapped on the comer of the 
house, as *they came into it, and shoved up my windows and let 
them down again. All this being about 10 o'clock 9t night. Some 
on horse-back hallooing out, ^^wake up the (dd man." They passed 
out of my house into my lone sister's parlor, and rapped on her 
room door, and then walked out; z^o person in the houses speaking 
to them. Some of the boys in ■ my employment on the farm, were 
coming up the branch from fishing. Xhe Ku Elux ran down on 
them and shot S or 4 times. The boys ran. They £the Ku Klox] 
come back^ and the company then left. Afterwards I hear4 of 
their raid through the country, whipping some negroes very seriorus- 
ly, and calling on a number of other families. Their visits have 
been frequent through the country. at nights; but ooace <Nr twipe I 
have heard of them in Fayetville, Tennessee. 

It is reported that they have whipped several white and colored 
people through the country, and have hung one or two colored peo- 
ple. I get this from reliable sources. They knocked down the 
Deputy Sheriff's doors, rushed in and searched his houBO^ both np^ 
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per and lower stories. He was not at home. They charged his 
family not to tell that they had been there. The Sheriff has since 
resigned his office. 

A}h the first Monday in Maifch, 1868, one Dampjili;^ was shot by 
them, and killed dead, and one negro man was also shot and killed, 
all in the toim of Paj^etteYill^, just before the county elections. 
The election, was contested, andy consequently, another, one held. 
And on the day of the second election, one, Log^e , Connors shot a 
citizen in the court-house — just after he had put in hig ballot- 
twice, through the body; however, he h^^s since recovered. No 
arrests have been made for these deprediettipns, .1)y the civil officers, 
for fear of endangering tKciir own live^. ) 

On Saturday night, the 18th inst., a band of disguised 1S[u Klux 
came about midm^t, to my house, some 8 t>r 10 lighted from their 
horses, waking me up, commg mtd my piazza.' luppitig on the door 
with their knuckles three or • fdiir times, and hallooing hello ! No 
peraon answering, they repeated their rapping again; felt the 
latch— ^that the door was not latched — ^rapped again immediately, 
struck a ibatoh, and^pened the door a little. The ladies from my 
bed-rooBti screamed <mt. They imtbediktely latched the door, and 
said, ^^adies, don't be alarmed^ we will not do you any harm, we 
want to see th^ man of the house, and will see the man of the" 
house." ' They tispped again a time or two on the door, saying that 
they would see the man of the house. They again struck a match, 
opened the door, and lit a candki. The ladies again screamed out 
in my room. I immediately spoke out saying, ^^girls, don't mind 
those fools." They then said titiat they wantpd me to come out there 
two ndnuted. I attfiwered that I was in bed; for them to come up 
and tell their natnies and business. They just answered me that 
they did not (to that. They demanded me to come out ihere again, 
if I did not, they would sochi bring me out. I told them to come 
to my window, a>nd I would answer them any questions that they 
would ask. They said I must come there, and should come there, 
and that soon. They immediately rushett into my room, without 
saying a word more— ^two of them seizing hold of my arm, giving 
a couple of pulls. ^^ The women screaming in terrific screams. My 
wife seizing hold of my shoulder, pulling against them. A third 
one catching my right leg, which I had against the bed-post. I 
placed my left Toot firmly against the bed-post, so that it was shiv- 
ered to pieces in the struggle. They immediately dragged me out 
through b6th doors. Whilst in their hands, one of their number 
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rushed up behind them and struck me on the head with a pistol, I 
supposed, which caused the blood to run freely. They immediate- 
ly said to him [the man that struck me] ^^don't do that; you sl^'t 
do that/' They s^t me down in my piazza, they standi:ig around 
me in their masked, disguised faces. The women rushing about 
with screams of terror. One of them siaid to me "negro equality." 
I immediately replied^ ^^nsffro equality^ ju9t what you made ity and 
where you leftity withyovf hands lifted up to the Most High G-od, 
swearing that you would obey all the proclamations, laws and ordi- 
nances of this Government. I, myself, with every man and wo- 
men in Lincoln County, that was able to get to the Marshal, 
swore the same thing, and I have lived up to it." I further stated 
to them that this was the first time in my life, that I was ever 
called on to make a political speech in my shirt-tail. My political 
crime is, I have wronged no man; I have corrupted no man; I 
have defrauded no man. If God give a man a black skin I was 
taught from the cradle not to abuse him, nor tramp on him for 
what God gave him. About this time, one of them pulled me. by 
the sleeve, saying, "that man wants to ask yoa some questions." He 
muttered out "do you know us"? I went on with my own remarks: 
"I have lived here near sixty years, and am sixty-rsix years old — 
man nor boy, from my boyhood days in school, never struck me till 
that fellow struck me, while three or four were holding me. I call 
upon' you to take him to condign punisIuQent. I call upon my 
family as witne^es of what you have done. Tou said you would 
not hurt a hair of my head. You dragged me out of my bed in the 
dead hours oi night, tearipg my bed-stead to smash, and have the 
blood running in gore§. jCrom head to foot. It looks like you keep- 
ing the peaoev I i^ev^r (JjOvot my face. I am not afraid of your 
ugly faces, nor of the face of the devil. I expect to appear be- 
fore a holy and a just r God. I have lived in good conscience: 
laid down and slept soundly, all my life, without ever locking a 
door, or bolting a window. Any man or woman that I have said 
or done harm to let them come forward and show me wh^e or how 
and I will repay them four fold." One of their uumber spoke and 
said thatj "we are numerovis." I replied, "I never count noses: if 
a thing is rightj it is right, if wrong, it is wrong, and I don't count 
this right in no sftt of men." One of them said, "we have a long 
ways to go, we had better be going." Their leader said, "we 
won't interrupt you any more" I began to feel where my head was 
bloody. H<^ said "it is a damned sight worse than I thought it 
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was.*' I took hold of a pan to get water to wasTi myself with, 
and they bid me good-bye, and left. 

IQ. By Committee: Did you ever hear of this Kti Klux Klan 
until the State Militia was mustered out of service last Fall, or Win^ 
ter? 

A. I never did. \^ 

The shooting and killing in Fayetteville, Tennessee, above spo- 
ken of, was done by persons dressed in citizens clothes, in day 
time. 

Q. Do you know of any persons having to leave Lincoln Coun- 
ty for protection and safety, and if so, how many? 

A. I have known as many as five citizens to leave the town of 
Fayetteville, on account of their Union proclivities, and hate heard 
of some in the country leaving; and a good many colored people 
have left and abandoned their crops. 

Wm. Wyatt. 

/John Dunlap, being called and sworn, d6{>osed. 

QueBtion, State what is your name, residence, avoeaticm, and 
where you formerly resided. 

Answer. My name is John Dunlap, Jr.; I formerly resided 
at ^Goshen, Clearmot, Ohio; my avocation is school-teaching. I 
reside now at Shelbyville, Bedford County, Tennessee. I have been 
there nearly three years; I was sent by the Western Freedmen Aid 
Commission, directed by Prof. Ogden, Superintendant of the above 
Commission of Tennessee. I have been in charge of the freedmen 
schools since that time; I am now in , the employ of the County 
District Commissioners, at Shelbyville, Tenn. 

Q. State whether or not, you have been disturbed in your avoca- 
tion; if so, by whom and where; what did they do to you, and 
what did they say at the time? State fully all that occurred, and 
describe the persons, and give the number who were engaged in the 
affair. 

A. I have never been disturbed until J uly 4th, 1868, when I 
was, by persons who said they were Ku EDinI There were about 
60 in number, on horses, and armed with pistols. They were all 
masked; also, their horses. They had long hats in the form of a 
pyramid, spotted, red and white, with the eommonfake^aoe attach- 
ed to them. They had on long, flowing white robes, except the 
officer and one other. The officer was dressed in a red robe; the 
other was dressed in women's clothes, and was called the woman of 
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the party. They appeared at the frcmt of my door, about 10 o'clock 
at night. We seen each other about the same time; they rushed to 
get into my house, two of them succeeded, and I put them out. 
They then shot at me twice through the window. I retreated 
into the back room, and got my pistol; by that time they had broke 
open my front door, and asked me to surrender, said if I would, 
they would not kill me. I gave them up my pistol, and they kept 
it. They would not give me time to get my hat and coat; took me 
out and mounted me behind one of their number. I made an at^ 
tempt to get off; and they told me if I attempted to escape, they 
would kill me. I hallooed to friends as I passed, and they placed 
a pistol at my head, and told me to shut up my mouth, or they 
would shoot me, and from that time kept me guarded with pistols 
on each side of my head. The person I rode behind stated they , 
were from Chicamauga — ^talking down in their throats, that they 
had rode hard all that day, to take part in the celebration, but 
could not reach the place in time, and concluded to have a celebra- 
tion at night. They then passed around by what is known as the 
Big Spring, up on the Public Square, then passed on to Britton 
street;, thence to the residences of James Franklin and William 
Scott, (dolored;) broke into Mr. Scott's house, and took him out. 
One of the number remarked, he was not the man they wanted. 
They then broke into Franklin's room, and pulled him out. They 
told Scott tb go back to bed, as they had no use for him. They 
then mounted Franklin behind one of them, and wheeled and came 
back to the Public Square. lAt the signal of their whistle, they 
formed a semi-circle, and gave three cheers for A ndrew Joh nson. I 
They then passed across Dudk River bridge, the distance of two 
hundred yards from the Square. -On the way, they asked me how 
I lik^d their flag, pointing to a flag they carried, flesh colored and 
in the shape of a heart. I told them, very well, for all the use 1 
had for it. They said that meant Ku Klux. 
^ When across the bridge, they dismounted us, and whipped Frank- 
lin, each of them giving him five blows on his naked s^I They 
tied aJuindkerohief i)ver his face, and made him kneel while they 
whipped hhn. When about half through, they told him if he could 
not stand it, he had better say his prayers. When through whip- 
ping him, they spoke to him in a low tone, and he went home. ( 

They then ordered me to be taken up the road three hundred 
yards farther. They let me walk up, they walking and leading 
their horses. When there, they asked me why I shot at them, and 
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why I had the pistol. I told them that I had it to make use of on- 
der the same circumstances. They said, as I had not shot them^ 
and they had promisad me my life, they would only whip me. I 
asked thetn what they were going to whip me for. They gave me 
no reason, but said I would get only what I deserved. I told them 
that I had done nothing but tea ch the colored s chool, and many of 
the best Conservative citizens were my friends; if they did not be- 
lieve it, to ask Mr Mooreman and Mr. Buchanan. They said that 
^those men were gentJem^n-^what they said was right, but that they 
were not there to intercede for me. jThey then stood me in the 
middle of the road, and ordered me to let down my pants; then 
turned my shirt up over my head, and fastened it. They then 
struck me each five licks, except eight, j One of them. stood by with , 
. a pistol, and said if I made any noise or movement, he would shoot 
me. During the whipping, one of them said I talked like- a d d 
Yankee, and he would whip me like a d d Yankee, and he did 
whip me harder than any one else. The officer told him not to in- 
sult me, but to whip and get through with it. There were eight 
left at the. bridge, to guard and keep any one from crossing. While 
the eight were coming up, the officer kept examining my bad^, and 
said they would whip me on my belly, and I would have a nice time 
sleeping. When the eight came up and did not whip me, the officer 
said they would not whip me any more, if I would leave the State, 
and go to my home and stay there. He asked me if I could leave 
on to-morrow; I told him I could not, as it was Sunday. He asked 
me if I could leave on Monday; I told him I could do so. They 
told me if I was found in Shelbyville on Monday they would kill 
me; that they intended to serve all Northern men the same way; 
that they all had to get out of the country. They then let me re- 
turn to my home. In a few minutes after I got home, eight others 
passed my door, dressed in a different mask. They were watched. 
They went to Dr. Simpson's stables, undressed, and came up into 
town with ordinary clothing on. Before they undressed, they in- 
quired for Frank Stamps, colored. I ought to have stated at the 
place, at the conciusion of the whipping, jhat the officer sta ted 
^at_there were two negroes with them who w hi pped me the woy ^t. 
AJiso, asked me if the Radicals had not bragged, and said that the 
Ku Klux were afraid to come into Shelbyville. 

Q. [By same.] State whether or not you left by the time spe- 
cified, and whether you afterwards received any letter; if so, please 
produce them, and state how you received them. 
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A. I did not leave at the time ordered. On the 9th, I received 
a letter, handed me by the Post-master, ordering me to leave by 
the 16th. A copy* of which, in P6d ink, is as follows; 

Chambeb of Death, 

No. 45, y y, 2,160, 
\Mr. Bunlap: » July 9th 1868. 

By order of the Maj.-Gen. of the Ku Klux Klan, I write 
you this letter, to notify you to leave Shelbyville by the 16th of 
July, 1868. If not, we will take vou out, tie you to a stake, an4 
then burn you to death! Beware!!/ Shblbyvillb. 

At the urgent request of my friends, I came away, and have 
been away ever since; and do not think it safe to return. 

Q. State whether or not other persons engaged in teaching 
schools composed of colored persons, at Shelbyville, Bedford Coun- 
ty, Tenn., have had to leave or quit teaching. 

A. I know of one at Bellbuckle; also, my assistant teachers, 

(colored,) and two others, have been notified to leave; also, oift 

agent, for fear of personal violence. 

John Dunlap, Jr., 

^ Principal First Colored School, 

Shelbyville, Tenn. 

J Testimony of Tho%. J, White. 

Question. What is your name anct age, and what is your occupa" 
tion, where do you reside, arid how long have you lived there? 

Answer. My name is ThomJsis J. White; I am twenty-seven years 
of age; I am a school teacher; I was born and raised at Columbia, 
Maury county, Tennessee, where I now live. 

Q. Do you know anything of an organization called the Ku IQux, 
if so, tell us all you may know about them? 

A. I have seen persons in disguise, both day and night* Some 
dressed in red and others in white, with a covering for the head of a 
corresponding color, with lioles in the same for the eyes, parading 
the streets of Columbia, both on horse-back and on foot. Any num- 
ber over twelve carry a white flag, with a red inscription K. K. K. 
I saw about nineteen of them, masked and armed with pistols and 
swords, pass my house the day that young Mr. Bicknell was buried, 
which was Sunday. Upon Monday night afterwards, about 10 J 
o'clock, I saw sixty or seventy of them, in the same disguise, pass 
my house with the prisoner charged with the murder of young Bick- 
nell, who, it was said, escaped from them that night, but was re- 
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captured and returned to prison the next day; and upon the same 
night they returned to the jail, took the prisoner out, a^d hung him 
to the limb of a tree about one mile south of Columbia, near the 
Pulaski Pike. I saw the prisoner in his coffin. 

(Mrs. Violet Wallace, living about three miles from Columbia, told 
me that a squad of men in disguise came to her house and shot at 
her husband,, while he was trying to escape from them. They said 
to her, you are white, you think you are rich, you curse white folks: 
9,busing her at the same time with something like a bridle rein — two 
or three applying the lash at the same time. One of them 
struck her upon the head with a pistol — ^which abuse they continued 
until she fainted and fell insensible, when she was kicked or stamp- 
ed, breaking two of her ribs. Before leaving her in that senseless 
condition one of the number stripped his pants down, and sat down 
upon her face. She was taken to Dyer Johnson's. Dr, A. H. 
Brown attended her, where she was confined to bed about two 
iHeeks. Mrs. Wallace says she knows some of them, but declines 
to go before the authorites and prosecute them, or to speak of the 
occurrence in public, as she fears they would repeat the deed, or 
take her Me. 1 ^ 

I saw Jacob Polk, Simon Ferguson, Bitter Bryant, and a num- 
ber of others, who had been abused, as they said, by the Ku Klux; 
and had evidently been badly ablised from some source. 

I have been in Nashville since the 9th of July, and fear to re- 
turn to my home. I have been advised by a kind lady of Southern 
sentiments that it would not be safe for me to return home. My 
wife came to Nashville the 16th of July, and told me the night be- 
fore she left a squad searched my housQ for me, arrested my father, 
drew kiiives upon him; but finding they had mistaken him for me, 
they released him. 

Ed. Williams told me there, was five hundred Ku Klux in Colum- 
bia. I also heard him tell S. M. Arnell in a few minutes after- 
wards, that these men (referring to the Ku Klux) did not live there, 
and that he did not know any of them. 

Wm. Clemens was took by them and seriously wounded, but 
Jias since recovered. - T. J. White. 

Sworn to and subscribed before me, August 1, 1868. 

A. M. Cate, 
Act. Ch'm Mil. Com. 
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JSmd,mee c(f Charles Belefant. 

Charles Belefont being called as a witny^, was duly swoprn^ de- 
poses and says: 

Question. State what is your name ,and age, and where you re- 
side, and how long you have been a citizen €« said county; also your 
occupation* 

Aswer. My name is Charles Belefont; I reside in Culleoka, Maury 
county, Tennessee I have lived there thirteen or fourteen years; I 
am a farmer, and 18 years of age. 

Q. State wfaetber you hare seen or known anything of a Ku 
Klux organizaticHi, or the existaice of such an organization; if so, 
their object; and in general, all you know about them. 

A. I know that there is an organization known as Ku Kluz, I 
have seen them in squads, sdmetiiBjes eight, and at other times from 
that number to tikdrty and forty. They were dressed in red, with 
black veils over their faces, and sheets on their horses, and low hats 
with lanterm in them, so that nobody coul4 teU who they were, ex- 
cept they were familiar with their voices^ and that they tried to 
conceal. 
^ They came to my house one Saturday night, about 9 o'clock, and 
took me out from my house about one hu ndred y ards and strippe d 
me. There were nine in this gang: each oiie of tfaein whipped me. 

1^. Did theywitip you much? 

A. Yes, sir; they whipped me very hard. They gave me about 
two hundred l ashes, and cut my back up very badly. 

Q. What did they say they took you from your house for, and in- 
flicted sueh punishment ? > . 

A» They did not say what they took me out for, nor what they 
were going to dc with me. 

Q, What did they say to you after they whipped you? 
,j A. They said I was a damned niggeri^ had been a Yankee sol- 
dier, and they weire going ta kill all that had been in the Yankee 4/ 
Army, or that belonged to the Union League; and that if I re- 
ported what they had done to md^ they would kill me the next time. | j 

Q. Have you remained at year home since they whipped you? 

A. No, sir; I left home, and have not been back since; nor do I 
think it safe to return. 

Q. Do you know of them ill-treating anybody else in that.neigh- 
borhood? 

A. I know of several particulars. I saw Williams. They whip- 
. ped him^ and put him on their horses^ and jerked him about^ and 



duckeci him in the poncl. Tlit way they done it, one would put him 
on the horse, and another would jer^ him off into the pond^ He 
lives at Tom CNeil's, quarter of a mile from where I live. 

Q, Did you have to leave your crop standing in the field, when 
yot left after they whipped you? ; 

A. Yes, sir; I had to leave everything, iand come here to save my 
Bfe. 

Q, Do you know any ef those disguised men that molested you 
last May. 

A. Yes, sir; Joe Belefont and Wflliam, my laile young master, 
were two of them. William Richardson was anoth^. James Hick- 
man and his brother. Jesse Tamlin is another, and Barney 
Ramsey. * . . 

Q. Were those meai in the army, and if so, which army? 

A. Those men were all in the rebel army. Some of them were 
out in the army till the close of the war. "."*' / • 

Q. Do they go out regular in disguise, and have you seen them 
dressed in their uniform? 

A. Yes, sir; I have seen them dressed frequently. They go out 
pietty regular: not less than twice a week. hie 

Oharlb^ H Bblefont. 

Witness — A. M. Catb. mark. 

Sworn and subscribed to this day and date, before me, 

W. J. Smith, Oh'm Com. 

^Evidence of D. B. Q-arr^. 

Question. What is your name, age, residence, oocut>ation? 

Answer. My name is D. B. Garr^ I am 24 years of age, I 
reside in Marshall county, Tennessee, near Chappel Hill; my occu* 
nation is school teacher. 

Q. Do you know anything of an organization known as the Ku 
Klux; if so, state all you know of such organization? 

A. I know that there are armed bands of masked men in the 
county of Marshall, Tennessee, who are known as the Eu Elux 
Klan. I saw some of this Klan twice before the 15th day of June, 
1868. The first' time I saw them there was About twelve in num- 
ber. The second, there was about three. The first time I saw them 
there were five of us colored men togeth^. They turned us back. 
The second time I saw them there were three of us, and three of 
the Klan. They then remarked, that it was common for negroes, 
when tiiey met their mastws,'to pull off their hats, and call them 
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master. They drew their pistols on tis, and told m that they had a 
good mind to blow our l)rains ont. Told tis then to go on, but here- 
after when we met them to take off our hats, and call them master. 
I was bom and raised in this county. Had been teaching there two 
sessions — one in 1866 and one in 1867. Had attended school one 
session in Nashville,' after teaching there two sessions; and was, 
when I met the three men, on my return to again open my school. 
I did open the school on the 14i;h of June, 1868. Taught that day, 
and the 15th, also; I had been informed that the Ku KluxlKlan 
had threatened to brciak my neck, so I was on the alert. So on 
the night of the 15th of June, about twenty of the Elan came to 
Mr. Ben Scales', and broke down his doors. I and Mr. Scales were 
hid out, watching for them. As they left Scales's they passed us, 
and remarked that Scales was hid out, and that he had bettet stay 
so, for they intended to whip him and break Garrett's neck. They 
ftirther remarked, that they intended to whip from there to Eagles- 
yille that night. Mr. Scales, myself and another friend, then fol- 
lowed them up to Mr. Lewis Stegal's; IHieytookMr. Stegal out 
of his house, and began to whip him cruelly^ wlien.we, believing 
that they intended to kill him, fired upon them. They then left. 
We did likewise the next morning. We went to Mr. Stegal's to 
see what had become of him. We there found three of their hats. 
These hats were long and crowned with red flannel. Two of them 
run to a peak, and one was flat. We found one of their faces, 
which was red also. We at once began to gather a company to 
come to Nashville thait evening. We were advised by the Justice 
of the Peace of the district, Mr. Williams, to c(»ne back and make 
peace, which suinnions we obeyed, aid started back to the Justice 
of the Peace's, when wIb Were fired upon from the rear by men, 
about sixteen in number. One of the number was wounded. I 
then started for Nashville, and was followed by about seventy men. 
When we got into Murfreesboro', the Sheriff and his deputy, to- 
gether with the Mayor, requested us to lay down our arms, and pro- 
mised to stop the pursuit of this party. We did this, and divided 
into squads, and started for Nashville. I reached the city of Nash- 
ville about the 18th of June, where I have since remained. I do 
not believe that I would be allowed to live in Marshall county. 
There are others here from that county for safety. 

D. B. Gabrbtt. 
Sworn and subscribed to before me, this the 4th dily of August, 
1868. W- J- Smith, Ch'm Com. 
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I Wesley Alexander being called as a witoesSy was doly sworn: 
Question. State what iB yoiur name and age^ and wWe you re- 
side, and how long you have been a citizen of said county; also^ 
your occupation* 

An%wer. My name is Wesley Alei^ander, I reside in Columbia, 
Maury county; I have lived there all my life; I am 20 years old, 
and a farmer by trade. 

Q. State whether you have seen or known anything of a Ku 
Klux organization, or the existence of £Hioh an organization; if so, 
its object, and, in general, all you know about it. 

A. I have seen a large body of men known as Ku Klux. They 
were dressed in uniform. On the 4th of July they were in Colum- 
bia to the number, I should think, of four or five hundr ed. They 
y^^sj were dressed in red costiune, with masH^bn tlidr faces, and most of 
their horses were'^SSvered. Som^ of the men were dressed in 
white, with wh ite fla gs and bla ck let ters. Others of the flags had 
three stripes on them of white and red. They went on down the 
road, hallooiiig and whooping, till they came to my house; and they 
asked for me, saying, ^%here is that damned drummer boy that has 
been drumming for them children beloi^ing to the colored schools 
that have been having a baarbecue." They could not find me at 
my house, so, they came back up the road, and hallooed three 
cheers for Brownlow's head and Sam. Arnell's. They have shot at 
me seven or eight times, and run me off from home. 

Q. Did yo]i have to leave your crop in the field, and do you feel 

it unsafe to r^turn! Would you feel that your life was in danger? 

A, Yes, sir; they have told me tiiat if I ever come back they 

' i would kill me. This spite is, becausi^. I be^'t a drum for the colored 

j jchildren, and have been a soldier.in the Union Army, and.belongto 

d^ { ithe Union Xieagu^. They say ibey intend t^ kill every nigger that 

1 (belongs to any of those tijbdngs. That is all I know about it. 

' Wesley Alexander. 

Sworn and subscribed to before me, this August 4th, 1868. 

W. J. Smith, Ch'm Coul 

r 

John Ji. Brandpn being called and duly sworn, deposes and 
says: 

Question. State what is your name and age, and where you re- 
side, and how k>ng you have been a citizen of said county, and al- 
sb, your occupation. 

Answer., My name is John L. Brandon; I reside in Lawrence 
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Cduntj, Tennessee; I have lived th^e since 1861; I am 40 years 
of age; I am engaged in the manufacture of spun yarn. 

Q. State whether you have seen or known anythiifg of a Ku 
Klux organization, or the existence of such an organization; if 
so their object, and in general, all you know about them. 

A. I have seen them twice; it was the 3d and 4th of July, or 
4th and 5th, I cannot exactly say which. The first night they 
rode through the square; this waa^the first time. They did not 
say much, they were masked, and acted, I thought, very foolish. 

The next time I saw them was the 4th of July: I saw 35 or 40. 
They were not counted by any one where I wa». They come from 
the South and rode around the Court house; went round and 
round, and then dispersed. Some of them went up North street, 
and some eight or ten of them went on two or three hundred 
yfirds and come back, and rode around the Court house, and thdn 
disappeared. They did not come back any more that lught, that I 
heard of. I remained about one hour. That is all I know of 
their second appearance. The first time I saw them, they came to 
my house. They rode up to my porch and hallooed hello ! I step* 
ped to the door. The one that spoke, said, in a guteral voice, or 
from hk throat, '' who lives here?" I told him. He then asked 
for some water. Hy wife spoke to Captain Deyenport, who was 
staying at my house, and told him to tell them to come in, ^she 
wanted to see what they looked like. He remarked that he never 
went into a house, but as a sick lady requested it, he would do ity 
and got down, and fifteen or twenty of them went in. My wife 
asked them where they were from. One said he was from Anto- 
ny's Hill, in Giles County. There was a negro^ that came in to 
an exhibition in the Cumberland. CJhurch. One of the students, 
Mr. Balch, went to him and told him. to get up and go out, that 
this was a white man's celebration. The boy told him that he would 
not — that he had as good a right there as any body else had. Mr. 
B. turned round and spoke to Mr. Beams, and somebody else. 
Beams went to him. Sometimes he [Beams} is sober, and some- 
times not. He went to the boy and talked pretty rough. The 
boy then went out. I understand^ from my wagoner, that a few 
nights after that, somebody went and took him qiit and wUpped 
him. 

Q, Do you regard as good citizens, men that are engaged in 
that business, and are their objects legitimate, from your own 
knowledge, or reports? 
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A. ^ do not think there is any harm in them. 

J. L. Bkanbon. 
^ Sworn and subscribed to before me, this 4th day of Aug*, 1868. 

' W. J.^MITH, 

Chairman Committee. 

fJSvidence of Lewis StegalL 

Question. What is your naisie, and age, and occupation; where 
do you live, and how long have you been there? 

Aviswer. My name is Lewis Stegall; I am twenty-five years 
old, and a farmer by occupation. I have been raised near Chappel 
Hill, in Marshall County. Tennessee, near, where my home now is, 
and has been for 'about one year and-a-half. 

Q. Do you know anything of a Ku Klux Klan? If so tell us 
^ whether you kno^ anything of their committing outrages upon any- 
body, and all you may know about their appearance, their actij, and 
their object. ' 

A. I have frequently seen squads of men, varying in numbers 
from eight to twenty, dressed in disguise, with red robes and long 
hats; and some with redj and others with black covering over their 
faces; with holes for their eyes, nose and mouth. At onetime, 
eight of them came to my house, and asked me to show them the 
way to Chappel Hill, which I did, by going with them to the toll- 
gate, where they told me I could go back; during which time they 
asked me if I voted the Radical county ticket. 

Upon the night of the 15th of June, 1868, aibout twenty men 
came to my house in the disguise' abovfe described, mounted upon 
horses, covered with white and red, and ordered me to open the 
door, and asked ine my name, when, as may of them as could get 
hold, seized me, while others stood in the door, with their pistols 
cocked, until they tied me, when they took me out, and down the 
pike about one hundred yards. They asked me if Brownlow gave 
me the land he promised me. I told them Brownlow never prom- 
ised me any land, when they said it was a damned lie — ^that that was 
what made me voteLfor him , and now they intended to give me the 
\ ; land; and asked me whether I would rather be shot, hung, or whip- 
ped t8 death; when they blindflolded me by confining my shirt over 
f my head, and let down my drawers, and told me to lie down upon 
that rock; and said they intended to give me five lashes a-piece, and 
make me count up the whole number of licks when they were done. 
When two of them had hit me five licks each, and one other had 






hit me two or three licks,, they were fired on from the woods, by 
somejcolored men. Then they (the Ku Khxx) ran off about fifty 
steps and fiared on me, lodging a shot near the centre of my left 
breast, and wounding a finger of my right hand, materially de- 
stroying the use of my finger. 

About the 6th of July, two men came my door and asked me to 
open the door, one cocked his gun, and the other a pistol, and 
swore they intended to kill me, when I opened a hole in the floor 
and escaped. Upon the following ni^ht I left, and have been in 
Nashville ever since. I left my half interest in thirty-six acres of 
cotton, about twenty acres ^f com, and one third of about twenty 
acres of wheat. I fear to return to my home, in consequence of 
the state of feeling against me, which is comm ^ft to^U colored m en ^j^, 
who voted the Radical ticket. Since I left home, I have reliable 
news that they have given my mother fifty licks, to make her tell 
where I was. *'"*^ Lewis Stegall. 

{Evidence of GhUhert Akin. 

Question, What is your name, and age, and what is your occu- 
pution; where do you reside, and how long have you lived there ? 

AnBwer. My name is Gilbert Akin; I am about thirty-three 
years old, a mechanic by occupation. I have lived in Columbia, 
Maury County, Tennessee, for about twenty-four years. 

Q, Do you .know of any such organization as the Ku Klux 
Klan; if so tell us all you may know of their existence and ob- 
jects, as well as any depredations they, or any of them may have 
committed. 

A. I have seen squads of men in Columbia, both day and 
night, dressed in disguise, with a uniform ipaostly red, with a cap 
over their head, with holes for their eyes, nose, and mouth. They 
were all mounted on horses, also masked, or covered. The largest 
number I have seen, was at Columbia, on the 4th of July, I think 
about five hundred in number. I have been a marshal in a society 
I belong to, that is the reason they are so spiteful towards me. 
They sent me orders to leave; if I did not leave, I would be hung 
the next night. I took their advice, and left. This was about the 
15th of July, 1868. I have not been back since. I think#I 
should lose my life if I were to return. There are some 60 or 70 
of us that have been driven off, and dare not return. The only 
charge is, that we voted the Radical ticket. They whip and abuse 
everybody that is tinion, or belongTFb the Radical party. They 
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say that they are determined to break up, and drive off every 
^^damned man that belongs to the League, or has been a Yankee 
soldier." ' his 

QiLBBRT M Akin. 
mai^k. 

Evidence of James Barron, 

James Barron, being called and duly sworn, deposes and says: 

Question. State what is your name and age, where you reside, 
and how long you have been a citizen of said county; also, your 
occupation. 

Answer, My name is James Barron; I am about 48 years of 
age; I reside near Nashville, Tennessee; I am a dairy farmer by oc- 
cupation; have lived there 10 years. 

Q, Mr. Barron: have you been disturbed at your house; if so 
when, and by whom? 

A, Have lived there 10 years; am a dairy farmer. On Satur- 
day night, last, I was disturbed by parties unknown, and two shots 
fired at me. I fired one at them, and they retreated. 

On Tuesday night, the 4th of this month, six negroes came to 
my house, we.U armed with muskets and revolvers. I was alarmed 
by the dog. They asked for the man of the house. I put my 
head out of the window, and said, here I am ! They said they 
were military men, sent out by Gov. Brownlow to hunt up Ku 
Klux. I made reply and said, "I know nothing about the Ku Klui^.** 
With that, they approached the door, three on each side, and or- 
dered me out in the yard; said they wanted me to go with them to 
head-quarters. I told them no, that I was not going into the yard, 
I was going to stay in the house. They told me that if I did not 
come out the third time, they would break in the door. With that, 
they took hold of the sledge-hammer and the axe. My old lady says, 
"James, open the door, and let them in." I let them in. The first 
thing they asked me for was my arms. I told them, there it is be- 
hind the door, that is aH 1 have got. They then asked me if I 
did not have some money. I told them no, I was a poor man. 
They took me out and placed my back to the wall, also my wife. 
We then told them where the money was. They then put us in the 
hen-house, and put a guard over us, when they ransacked the house, 
and broke open the mattrasses on the floor; My money was in the 
till of my trunk, between the two bedsteads. The amount of 
money was f 450; that was all I had in the world. My wife had 
aeventy-five cents on her person, which they took. 
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Q. Do you know any of them? 

A. I thinit I know some of them. One of them was Jerry 
Orerton; he is now nnder arrest. 

^. Did they take anything else from yon? 

A. They took 125 chickens, six shirts, four table-cloths, six 
towels, one gnn, one watch, one locket, some kniyes and forks, 
spoons, ttnder-clothing, combs, etc. 

Q. Haye yon ever been disturbed before? 

A. No sir; I hare lived there ten years, and have never been 
disturbed before, ^ese men w^re not masked. My house is all 
alone, the nearest neighbor being half^a-mile distant. My family 
consists of my wife, myself and daughters. One negro man on 
the plantation, they served the same as they did me. 

Jambs Barron. 

Sworn and subscribed to before me, this, the 7th day of August, 
1868. W. J. Smtth, 

Chairman Oommittee. 

Uacob M. Da/?ia, being oalled as a witness and duly sworn, de- 
posed: 

Quesit&n. State what is your name and age, and where you re- 
side, and how long you have been a citizen of said county; also, 
your occupation. 

Annoer. My name is Jacob M. Davis, about 53 years of age; I 
was born in North Carolina; have lived in Tipton and Fayette 
Counties 38 years— in Tipton for ^tihbC last 3 years. I am a wheel- 
wright by trade. 

Q. State whether or not you know or have seen an organiza- 
tion or %and, known as Ku Klux,. iui thai county,* in disguse; if so, 
what appeared to be their object? State, in general, all you know 
about them. 

A* At thd fii^t commencement of these troubles, I saw a man 
come to Mason's Depot, in Tipton County, where I lived, from 
Memphid, with a haversack on him. He took the stage, and went 
to Covington. Before he returned again, I heard this noise about 
the Ku £lux from a man named Joseph Collier. It was on account 
of him, (the man from Memphis,) dropping bills about where he 
went of a Ku £lux order. I mentioned the matter to Mr. McKen- 
sie; he made light of it, and said Joe Collier had no sense, any 
how. I saw this strange man when he returned from Covington, 
with his^ haversack on. He came to Mason's Depot, and returned 



immediately to Memphis. I foun4 oat afterward^i,' that McKenzie 
was one of th^n. They took goods from McKenzie's to Mr. 
Spelman's house, ^here Ku Ellux uniforms were made by Mrs. 
Spelman. They accused me of watching them. Mrs. Wadls, Mrs^ 
Studevant^.Mrs^Nobdy mid Joe Walder*s wife, all went to the 
room where these unifori^s were bei^g made, and kept the room 
very close while at their work. Oliver Poindexter took me to task 
about watching them. I told him I was not; that I had as much 
as I could do to mind my own business. 9« told^me that they were 
watching me, and that tikey would kill me if they heard .of me talk- 
ing or telling anything. He saidUhey wqre not going to hurt 
anybody who had not. been in the Union army, or who had not 
meddled with them. Mr. McKenzie told me that if ever Gen. .W. 
J. Smith came there to make a speech, they would kill him (Smith.) 
Thia was the day after the Brownsville Convejution, the 24th of 
July, 1868. The first I ever saw or heard of these Ku KIux or- 
ganizations, was about the 1st of pLskjj 1868. Their antipathy 
towards me was, because I told them that I did not know much 
about politics, bul from what I did know, I favored the Republican 
party. They wanted me to promise to vote for Seymour and Blair. 
I told them I never would do it; that I should vote the Republican 
ticket; that I believed ike Republicans were my best friends. They 
then said if I staid there, that I would be killed. I am not easily 
scared, and did not leave uhtil nr^ own friends advised me to do so 
to save my life. 

I should have stated, that thete were eighteen or twenty white 
men waiting at the depot to assault the Memphis delegation, and 
the colored persons of the Tipton County delegation. This was at 
8 o'clock at night', July 23rd, 1868; and on account of the* train 
being behind time, the drowd was pursuaded to disperse before the 
train got to Mason's Depot. 

Q. Do you know of fuj outrages committed by these bands? 

A. I know of five or six persons having been whipped about 
five miles from Mason's Depot, U Mr. HiUard^s place. The men 
who whipped them Were in disguise, and i^ete thought to be the 
Poindexter family. It is not known tAfct they Were^ whipped for; 
it was in the night. Onie'iban in Tipton County; was bung by some 
of these bands oh July 80th. They took him, and put a rOpe 
around his neck, and threw the other end over the limb of a tree, 
and pulled him up. The man had a small knife in his hand, that 
he had just been cutting a piece of tobacco with; he used the 
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knife to out himself dawn; thcosi he ran^ and tbem after him.. lu 
the race he &11 over a big log ii^to a marshy place, where the hegs 
had had a bed; when ha fell ii^the^ hogs scattered and took to the 
woods. He laid in the mad, and the horsemen took to the woods, 
thinking that he had gone that way. While they were in the woods, 
he made his escape, bj hiding. Hf) liyed with Mr. Isham Beesely. 
His only offense was, that he had been in the Union army. 

I saw another man who lives near Humbolt, that told me be saw 
nearly a regiment of Ku Klax at that place; they were going about 
whipping and abusing colored people generally. This was last 
Friday. 

When I got to Humbolt, two white men tried to get me out of 
the cars. I refused to go, and they then wanted to know if I was 
going to the Nashville Convention. I am satisfied that they meant 
no good, as the. Ku Ellux interfere with everybody that they suspeot 
of being Btepublipans. 

J. M, Davis, 
Sworn a^d subscribed to before me, this day and date, August 
7,1868. . W.J.Smith,, 

. .. Chairman Committee. 

^Jfhndmce qf Barolay Marpin. 

Barclay Martin^ bdng called as a witness and duly sworn,; de- 
posed: 

Question. State whether or not you know anything of tiie J^ji^ 
Klux being in Shelby ville, and if so, W[hat do you know^ and: did 
you see John Dunlap on that night,, and afterwards; and how was 
he whipped, and what was his condition? 

Answer. I saw eight of them m, Shelbyville on -the night of the 
4th of July last — say near 12 o'clock. I understood that there 
had been a good many more, but only ^aw eight of them, I was 
in Shelbyville on the north of town. I saw them as they went into 
town. I did not. see them go out. 

I saw Dunlap on the Monday following^ i He was the wqrst 
whipped man I ever saw. ' I have seen negroes ^hippeid, and badly, 
too, in the days of slavery, but he was the worst whipped man I 
ever Saw. • 

Q. [By committee.] State what is your opinion of the organisa- 
tion, and what effect public opinion would have on it, if properly 
directed. . 

A. I think it would die out In illustration: before the war 
3' 
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when vigilant ^committees assumed to take the law into their own 
hands, and ptmish 8nch>peTsons as they supposed, or believed, were 
guilty of offenses, the better portic^ of the community would frown 
them down, and they met with no encouragement; and, consequent- 
ly, would die out. So, I t>elieve it would be in the case of the Ku 
Ktux Klan. I was a Confederate soldier, but am opposed to such 
organization, and have made speeches in which I have taken ground 
openly against it. 

Q, pBy committee.] State whether any of them have visited 
Woodbury; if so, when, and what did they do, if you know? 

A. I did not see them, but they were in Woodbury on the night 
of the 4th of July last; and I am informed, that they shot at a 
colored man by the name of Work Woods. They had been in 
Woodbury before that time. They were masked. The shooting at 
Wood was on their visit before the 4th of July. It Was reported that 
Governor Brownlow w^ dead, and they came into town. They 
told a man by the name of Swape that they had heard of Brown- 
low's death, and wanted to know what he would dharge them for 
eleven hundred cords of wood, that they wanted to make *^hell 
hotter for him.** Barclay Martin. 

Evident of Prince Or^ffh. 

Mr, Prince Grltes was called, and after being duly sworn, de- 
poses and says, that he is fifty-one years of age, is a resident of 
Lincoln coimty; Tennessee; has been there the principal part of 
his life; is by occupation a farmer. 

Question. Do you know anythmg of an organiuation known as 
the Ku Klux; if so, state all you know of them? 

An$fff€ir* I know that thei^e is an organiuation which is passing 
through Lincoln county in mask and armed. I saw about five of 
this Klan at my house Bom€ four weeks ago. They opened my door 
before I got out of my bed. They ordered me to get up, and make 
up a light, which I did, and gave them some water, which they 
cftUed for. They left my house and went to my son's, who lived 
some one hundred ;^Ards from me. They came back to my house, 
and ordered me ta <5lose my door and go to bed. 

I was in Mr. Suge's shop some'weeks ago, and there was Mr. 
Jones, Bogs, Jfehn Ease, and others, there. They said that if Mr. 
William Wyatt, Senator of 'that district, did not be careful, he 
would not get to Nashville. Remarking that it had been Said he 
would nol go, and if he did and reported what the Ku Klux had 
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done to him, he would go up. Sore Jones said the first time they • 
went to Mr. Wyatt's they turned him on his right side and told him 
to stay. The next timo they cudgled him over his old house with a 
pistol. He said it was the best thing that was ever in the county. 
Better than a jail or patrols; for when they (colored people) done 
anything which they did not like, that they would then take them 
out and hang them. I hsive seen two men and one woman who had 
been whipped by them, as they say to me. This is all I know about 
them. . his 

^ Fringe MOriffis. 

Witness — W. D. Gabnbb. mark- 

Sworn and subscribed before me, this 7th day of August, 1868. 

W. J. Smith, Ch'm. Com, 

Evidence of Walter Scott. 

Walter Scott, called by the committee: 

Question. State your name, age, residence, and business life. 

Answer. My name is Walter Scott, I am twenty-eight years of 

age, I formerly resided in , South Alabama, and my business is 

farming. 

Q. f By committee.] State what you may know of an organiza- 
tion known as the Ku Elux Klan, and whether they have done any- 
thing to you, and what was it? State all you may know about 
them. When did you first see or know them? 

A. Last April, just about the adjournment .of the Legislature, or 
before its adjournment^ some thirty or more of them came to my 
house. Fifteen of them came into the house. They took me, and 
said they would hang me. Hey had a rope. They stepped to the 
door, and asked, saying, "Captain Ku Klux, shall we hang him?" 
He replied, "No; spare him this time.'* They replied, all right. 
They passed out, and went over to Mrs. Hardy's, and asked for 
George Oultindon and James Buck, and told him to open imme- 
diately, and then broke open his door, and took from him (Buck) a 
six-sho<Her pistol. They had taken two guns from me. They took 
from Ci^ltindon, two pistols. Mrs, Mary Gordon, who saw them, 
says she would swear to two or three of them, and jthat the pistols 
belonged to George Cultindoh — that is, those that were taken from 
him were his. She saw the pistols in the room of Mr. Sair the next 
morning. Know that Mr. Sair, Ned Gordon and Bob Gordon be- 
long to the organization, and were along that night. When at my 
house, they put the rope around my neck, and I know the man who 
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. put it around. His name is Eobert Woollimdn. The lattw lired 
in Marshall county. 

They asked me how I had voted* I told them I had voted for 
Brownlow. It would be the l?u3t time. I would ever vote for him. 
They said if I would vote for the Conservatives thatihe Ku Klux 
would protect me. Before leaving, they swore me, my wife, and 
three or four others, that we would never report them,, stating that 
if we ever did report them "Hell would be our portion.*' 

They passed by my house afterwards, (say, some six weeks,) and 
called, saying, "Hello! Mr. Radical.*' I heard them, and ran oflF, 
and they did not get down. After this I left, and have riot been at 
home openly, since. I have a crop growing of some fifty acres, and 
have been compelled to leave it. 

. The man whose land I am cultivating, after the first visit to me, 
and my guns taken, gave me a gun, as he said, to enable me to 
defend myself. Shortly before the last call they went to his house 
in the night, and had a friendly talk with hitn; and on the night 
before their last call, and after their visit to him, he came and got 
his gun. When they hoUooed a sham, I ran offr They seen. me, 
for the moon was shining very brightly. They killed on the night 
of the 4th of July, a colored man by the name of Mint Bucks, 
and nobody has been taken up for it. They killed him on the farm 
of ^ Marchbanks; and after he was killed, they said to March- 
banks, "we have killed that damned negro; go nad have him 
buried.** . . i 

I know numbers of persons here from Giles county, who have 
been compelled to leave for nothing more, so far as I know, than I 
have been guilty of. I was in the Confederate army as a servant to 
my then master. 
\ They are much worse towards Union soldiers than others. They 
have told, within the last five months, all the colored preachers in 
that neighbOThood, to quit preaching, and they have done so. They 
have broken up all colored schools, and have forbidden them to 
attend preaching, and white m«a from preaching to colored people. 
They attend, and seem to have head-quarters, at Mrs. Mary Gor- 
don's, about fgur miles from Corners ville, on the pike towards 
Pulaski. I his 

Walter M Soott. 
mark. 

Sworn and subscribed to, this 7th day of August, 1868. 

■ W. J. Smith, Ch'm. Com. 
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IJEvidence of John Lawsan* 

Question. What is your name, age, residence, ocoupation? Do 
you know anything of an organization known as the Ku Klux; if 
so state all you know about them? 

Answer. My name is John Lawson, I am eighteen yealrs of age, 
,,was born and raised in Maury county, Tennessee, in Williamsport; 
I reside in Williamson county; two months was in the employ of 
one Pat Harvey, of said county; I ani a farmer by occupation, was 
farming for Mr. H«rvey. Mr. Harvey lives near Thompson's 
Station. I called upon Mr. Harvey last Friday to pay me, and I 
told him thai I wanted to go to Nashville to get some clothing. He 
told me that I wanted to join the damned militia. I told him that 
I did not. He paid me $7.00, half what ^e owed me, and then 
left. I staid till night. He came home that night, and two Ku 
Klux came about" the same time. They came to the cabin where I 
was, and came in the cabin, after breaking open the door. They 
were in the cabin, when I slipped out. It being dark, one of them 
said to the other to eome and let us kill this^ damned negro. They 
followed me up, and fired four shots at me. I got away, and hid. 
The next morning I started for Nashville, and within about one 
quarter of a mile from where I started, I found a min hanging up 
by the feet. He had been skinned. His skin was hanging over his 
neck, and his privates had been cut on ana put m nis mouth, l aid 
not know who he was. I had heard of no such a thing ^^efbre. It 
looked as if it had been done that night. I was close to him, so 
that I could see distinctly. I came direct to Nashville, and am here 
for safety. his 

John X Lawson. 

Witness — W. A. Garner. mark. 

Sworn and subscribed to before Military Committee, this August 
5th, 1868. ' A. M. Gate, 

Ch'm. pro tem.y Mil. Com. 

Evidence of Mat. Winson. 

Question. What is your name, age, residence, and occupation? 

Aswer. My name is Mat Winson; my age is about thirty-five 
years; I livQ in Maury county, Tennessee, near Culleoka; , have 
lived there about three years, with Mr. Richard Foster, on the 
Pulaski pike; my occupation is farming. 

Qi Have you been molested by a band known as the Ku Klux 
Klan? 
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A. I was taken out of the house at Mr. Poster's, in May last, 
by a band of masked and armed men, who walked to the place, and 
whipped by them. There was a band ten in number of them. Mr. 
Foster had told me before that time, that he would have them whip 
me. I know the men. Their names are James Hickman, Jackson 
Hickman, James Brown, Samuel Neally, George Neally, William 
Belifor, Joseph Belifor, Henry Scott, Harry Scott, and Polk 
Thomas. After they whipped m«, they told me and another man 
by the name of George Jourdon, to go and report to the Yankees, 
and they would kill me the next time. 

This is all I know of the Klan, which is known as the Ku Klux 
Klan. I left there soon after they whipped nie. I left to save my 
life, and am yet here for that purpose. 

his 
Mat M Winson. 
mark. 
Sworn and subscribed to before me, this 4th day of August, 1868. 

W. J. Smith, Ch'm. Com. 

IH. 0. Hofihian, being called and sworn, testifies as follows: 

My name is H. 0. Hoffman; I am a citizen of Shelbyyille, Ten- 
nessee; have resided there two years; and by occupation a Minister 
of the Gospel, and have charge of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
at Shelbyville. 

Question. Do you know anything of a secret order known as 
the Ku Klux Klan, and if so, have you been molested or threat- 
ened by them, or do you know of others having been harmed by 
them? 

Answer. From personal observation, I know nothing of such a 
Klan. I have never seen them; but that there is such a Klan, 
and t)iat its existence is a great evil to the State, no one doubts. 
Said Klan has never injured me, in any material sense. To my 
personal knowledge, however, others have been seriously harmed 
by the secret order known as the Ku Klux Klan. 

Question* Who were these injured parties, how, and when, and 
where were they molested or harmed ? 

A. At Shelbyville, Tennessee, on the night of July 4th, 1868, 
Mr. Dunlap, a quiet and unobtrusive man, in connection with a col- 
ored man by the name of Jeff, was most unmercifully whipped. His 
person was cut in great gashes from the middle of the back to the 
knee. I saw the scars but a few hours after they were made. 
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Q. Do joa know why thej whipped Mr. Dunlap and this color- 
ed man? 

A. I da Dot^ other than by the statement of Mr. Dunlap, him- 
self. He was doubtless objectionable to the Klan, because he was 
engaged in the colored school in ShelbyvUle. As to the colored 
man, I cannot say why they whipped him, other than that it was 
to gratify a natural and educated instinct in them fot ^ Vallopping 
a nigger." 

Q. Have yon been personally threatened by this Klan ? 

A. I really cannot say. I have been threatened, more than 
once. I have been toW to my face, by parties who knew me, but 
did not address the remark to me, that ^^the £u EIuz had the 
name of every d- — -*-d Northern man and nigger'teacher and 
preacher on their list, and they would all be driven froiSi the Stftte 
in less than a month." I have als6 been threatened if tdared to go 
to such and such places, as for instance, Lewisburg, 1?ennessee, 
about 20, or 22 miles from Shelbyville. 

Q, Who was it that made these threats? 

A. One of the parties lives but a short distance from War- 
trace, whom I can identify, but will not give the name, because I 
have no absolute assurance that I have it right. The other party 
is unknown to me, and lives in Mieirshall County. 

Question. Have you ever received any notices to leave the 
State? If so, was the reason stated? 

A. I have received what I deemed equivalent to a notice to leave. 

Q. How, and where did you receive it? 

A. I found it in my yard, put in front of my gate, and the folj 
lowing is a verbatim copy of such notice: 

"In Ku Kmx Council, July 24, 1868. 
"Eev. Mr. Hoffman : 

"Your name is before, the Council-r-fieayen ! ! — ^We 

will attend to you — shall not call us villains— d n you. 

"KxtKlux.*; / 

Q. Have you felt intimidated by these threats and notices? 

A. No sir. I look upon the Klan as in a most contemptible 
sense, cowardly. I have thought if ttey could catch me off my 
guard, and away from home, where no personal danger could possi- 
bly come of such bravery as they might exhibit, they migfit per 
chance, do me some harm. 

Q. What do you believe to be the object of this lawless Klan? 
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A, TfTwhip unarmed negros; scare timid white men; break up 
elections; interfere with the State Government, and steal and plun- 
der the goods of the people. H* 0. Hoffman. 

Augut 4th, 1868: 

JEviderioe of Idel Brite. 

Idel Brite being duly sworn^ deposes and says: 

Que%tion. What is your name, your age, residence and occu- 
pation? Haye you^. been molestied by a band known as the Ku 
Elnx Klan? If so «.tate all you know about them. 

Answer. My pameis Idel Bi^ite; I 9.m 22 years of age; I live 
the 10th district, Giles County, Tennessee; farming is my occu- 
ps^tion. I have seen some m^ ihasked and in arms, who told me that 
they were EuKlux. The first time I saw them was sometime in June, 
I think alx^ut the 15th; they came to my house at night, about 12 
o'clock, ther« were about 12 or 15 in number. Father opened the 
door for then!. They took me out of my bed, and, out of the 
house, having placed a rope or string, around my neck. They 
f asked me if I knew who I was talking to, when I asked who was 
at the door, before it w^ opened. I told them I did not. They 
then told me that they were the Ku JS[lux Klan, and they would 
come back, which would be a few nights from that time. I saw no 
more of them until about the last of June, 1868, but was told by 
an old colored lady, that a white lady by the name of Mrs. Moore 
Smith said that I had better look out; the lady sent me the word 
as a friend. I got this word Monday evening, and Tuesday night 
they called for me at my house, about 12 in number, armed and 
masked. I was watching for them, and a colored man who was 
there, told them where I was. When I saw them, I was awoke by 
the shot of a pistol. They were surrounding the barn where I 
was. I attempted to get away, but was shot by one of them; the 
shot struck me in the left side. I succeeded in getting away, but 
was fired at about 18 times. I then succeed in getting to Pulaski, 
where I stopped about two weeks, to get able to get away. I saw on the 
night of the 4th of Jul2jJ868, in the town of Pulaski, Tennessee, 
J about 240 of th ese Ku Klux. I one day saw five men some dis- 
tance otf, running from towards Mr. BeJl's. When the firing had 
commenced, Mr. Bell and a friend of his was firing at them. 
They lost two hats and masked faces close by Mr. Bell's. Mr. Bell in- 
formed me that he had expected something of the kind, and was wait- 
ing for them. As they came to his house, he saw them and stepped out 
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behind his house; When they came to hie hottse they called for him 
and his wife told them that* he had left the house some ten min- 
utes age. They tb^'CamecldiBe to the door and continued their 
enquiry for Bell, and. also asked for some water, which was gave to 
them by Mrs. Bell. They again called for Bell. Mr. Bell then 
stepped from behind bis house, > and fired on them; They broke 
and run, firing off one time at Mr, Bell. I saw one of Mr. Ed- 
ward*s sons who keeps Bune Vista JFerry, last Friday evening. He 
was wounded, and report says about that time. I know nothing 
more of them. - his ^ 

• iDfiL ><{ Bbitb. 

Witness — ^W. A. GarniIr. mark. 

Sworn and subscribed to before me, this 6th day of August, 1868. 

W. J. Smito, Chairman Ooin. 

-- ■ ■ .... 

Evidence of William Wolaver* ' . 

Mr. William Wolaver being called, and after being duly sworn, 
deposes and says; 

That hii? name is William Wolaver; that he is 63 years of age; 
that he was born in Greene County, Tennessee, and that he lived 
in that county until about three years ago^ when he moved to Giles 
County, Tennessee; that he is by occupation a farmer. 

Question. Do you know anything of an organization in Giles 
County, Tennessee, commonly known by the name of the Ku Klux 
Klan? 

Answer. I do not. I haye seen disguised people peeping at 
my house. The first time I saw them was about three months ago; 
the last time, was, as near as I can recollect, about three weeks 
after. There was, as well as I could estimate, about 25 or 80, the 
first time; about 12, the next. I do not know whether they were 
armed or not. They called on me for something to drink. I of- 
fered them some Water, when they told me they wanted whiskey. 
I gave them some whiskey; they then left. 

Q. What is the general impression which is created in your set- 
tlement by this Klan? 

A. It created some excitement. Some think it is for good; 
others do not. 

Q. Have you, since yoii have lived where you now live, seen 
any necessity for an organization of any kind to keep the peace 
and enforce the laws? I 
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A. I have not; but beUeved that the ciyil officers were able to 
eaforce the law8« I believe they still are. 

Q, Do you know anything about the designis or plans of this 
organization? 

A. I do not. 

Q. Haa there been any depredations committed by persons in 
mask, anywhere in your settlement, that you have seen or heard of, 
from a reliable source? 

A. I have s0en nothing myself of this kind, but have been told 
by good authority, that on the night of the^ 4th of July, 1868, 
there was a man by the name of Burks sh ot in his o wn house, and 
killed. I have also been told, that some pistols have been taken 
from some colored men in the settlement. 

Q. Do you believe, from what you see and hear, that there can 
be an election held there in November next, without something more 
than ordinary protection? 

A* I do not believe that there would be any interruption now, 
but cannot say what about the future. William Wolaver. 

Sworn and subscribed to before me, this August iSth, 1868. 

W. J. Smith, Chairman Com. 

\Uvidenoe of N. Sareh, 

Mr. N. Harsh being called and duly sworn, deposes and says: 

That he is 42 years of a,ge; has been living in Tennessee about 
twenty-seven years; by occupation, a merchant; keeps firearms for 
sale; has sold a good many more pistols for the last month or two 
than formerly; has isold for the last inonth or six weeks, something 
near or about 250 pistols; sold mostly to white men. The parties 
who purchase, when they have expressed themselves, say they pur- 
chase for self-defense. N. Harsh. 

Sworn and subscribed to before the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs, this August 21st, 1868. W. J. Smith^ Ch'm. Com. 

Evidence of Q-eorge Sarsh. 

Mr. George Harsh being called and duly sworn, deposes and 
says: 

That he is 41 years of age; has lived in this State about twenty- 
eight years; is by occupation a merchant; keeps firearms for sale; 
has sold about 250 pistols in the last six or seven weeks; sold 
mostly to white men; sales in pistols have been greater for the last 
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six or seven weeks than uauaLr Pii^rties who porchiMe, who express 
themselves, saj thej buy in self-defense. Qbobge Kabsh^ 

Sworn and subseribed to before the Gommitt0& on Military Af- 
fairs, this August the 2l6t, 1868. W. J.^ Snira, £!h'm. Com* 

Evidence of Mr. Joseph T. Burt. 

Mr. Joseph T. Burt being called and duly awarn, deposes and 
says: 

I am 24 years of age — ^raised here; occupation, salesman in hard- 
ware store of Macey & Brown; been doing business in said house 
about two years; have pistols and guns for sale*— «old more than 
usual number of pistols in time of peaee, but do not know the 
exact number. Sold different kinds of pistols — dont know for 
what purpose they have been sold— have been sold to both col- 
ored and white. I was absent from the house from the 18th of 
July to the 6th of August. Joseph T. Bukt. 

Sworn and subscribed to before the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs of the Senate of Tennessee, this 19th day of August, 1868. 

W. J. Smith, Ch'm. Com. 

JEvidenee of John F. FalL 

Mr. John F. Fall being called, and duly sworn, as directed by 
law, deposes and days: 

That he is about 23 years of age— was born and raised in Ten- 
nessee; that he is by occupation a hardware merchant — ^keeps fire- 
arms for sale. Sales in pistols have been greater for the last two 
or three months than usual; have sold more in the last four weeks 
than in any four weeks before,^ since the war; have sold in that time 
about twenty-five dozen pistols — the most of the number sold to 
country merchants. Sales at retail, to white and colored, have 
been about equal. There are about five stores in the city which 
keep pistols for sale; expect we sellttdbre than any other house. I 
asked one man what l^e was buying pistols for, — this man was of 
Murfreesboro, — ^he said, to sell. John F. Falu 

Sworn and subscribed to before the liJilitary Committe, this 
August 22d, 1868. W. J. Smith, Ch'm. Com. 

Hvidenee of ^amVfel Me Call. 

Mr. Samuel McCall being called, and duly sworn as directed by 
law, deposes and says, that he i« twenty-eight yenrs of age; has 
been here since the 3d day of Decu^ 1867; by ocdupation a sales- 
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man in the house of Hamilton & Cunningham. The house keeps 
fire-arms for sale. Left the hoitse on business, July 14th, 1868. 
Oame baek the 17th of this month. Sales in fire-irms were small 
for the last month before I left. Have sold one revolver since com- 
ing back, Samuel McCall. 

Sworn and subscribed to before the Committee on Military, this 
August 20th, 1868. ^ W, J. Smith, Ch'm. Com. 

Evidence of Charles Brown. 

Charles Brown being duly sworn according to law,, deposes and 
says, that he is eighteen years of age^ and a salesman in the hard- 
ware establishment of Hamilton & Cunninghapi since the 14th of 
last Ootober^ past. 

Question,* Mr« Srown have you any idea of the number of arms 
sold in said establishment during the last month or six weeks? 

Ansf/^er. No, sir; I have no idea. 

Q, Have you spld any pistols by the box, or by wholesale? 

A. No, sir; I have only sold by retail. ^ 

Q* Have you sold a greater number of revolvers in the past 
two months than you did the two months previous to that? 

A, I c2|,nnot tell whether there was or not. 

Q, Has sales been good for the last two months? 

A. About the same that it was previous to that. 

'' Charles Beown. 

Sworn and subscribed before the Senate Committee on Military 
Affairs, August 20th, 1868. • W. J. Smith, Ch'm Com. 

Evidence of Thomas Moore. 

Mr. Thomas Moore, being called and duly sworn, deposes and says: 
My age twenty, last April ; was raised here ; occupation, book- 
keeper, and sometimes, salesman, at Macey & Brown's. Keep fire- 
arms. Have sold very few revivers lately. Sold differnt kinds — to 
both white and colored. Don^ know for what purpose. 

Thos. H. Moore. 
Sworn and subscribed to before the Committee on Military Affairs 
of the Senate of Tennessee, this 19th day of August, 1868. 

W. J. Smith, Ch'n Com. 

Evidence of Mr. A. Setliff. 

Mr. A. Setliff being duly sworn as required by law, deposes and 
says: He is twenty-five years of age; that he has resided in the 
city of Nashville since the dose of the war; and is, by occupation, a 



bookseller and stationerj and does business at the Commercial 
Hotel, *, 

Question. [By committee.] Mr. Setliff, have you been engaged in 
the sale of fire-arms? 

A. Yes, sir; to some extent. 

Q. [By committee.] About what time did you commence the sale 
of fire-arms? 

A. About four weeks ago. 

Q. Have you been selUng fire-arms for yourself^ or for some one 
else? 

A, J. have been selling for, myself. I bought and spld the same 
as any other merchant. 

Q. Were they, new or old? / 

A, They were new. 

Q. Have you any id^a about what number you have so}d? 

A. About five. 

Q. Have you sold any other kind of arms? 

A. I have not. 

Q. Who were these arms sold to? 

A. I don't know. : . 

Q. Do you know any (tf the men, or are you acquainted with the 
parties you have sold these arms to, and do you know for what pur- 
pose they were bought? 

A. I am a^uainted with one of the men who I sold to, but do 
not know for what purpose A^ were bought. 

A. Sbtliff. 

Sworn and subscribed to before the Committee on Military Affairs, 
the 18th day of August, 1868. W. J. Smith, Ch'm. Com. 

{Evidence of Mr. Lewis Pr dwell. 

Mr. Lewis Prpwell, of Hickman County, being called and duly 
sworn, as directed by law, deposes and says: 

He lives in the 4th district of Hickman County, Tennessee; is 
about 45 years of age; was born and raised in Williamson County, 
Tennessee; has been living where he now lives, three years ; tl^t 
there is a band of armed and masked men it that section of the 
county, who have for some time, been taking by force, from the col- 
ored people, their arms. That said band of men came to his house 
last Wednesday night, six in number, and entered his house, first 
calling for corn, and then something for six men to eat. My wife 
began to make preparation to cook for them. They asked her hor 
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name, being told, they said to hen "You are the head of this 
damned Union League/* and at once shot two balls through her. 
She died instantly. They left for some time, and went to the hous e 
of R. Sleightor and stayed for a short time, and then eame back 
to my house and examined my wife, to see if she was dead. I was 
gone out to get some help to arrest them, but could not get any 
one to help me. I am sure that no Union man is any longer safe 
in that county, without some further protexjtion is giren. The reb- 
els say that on the day of the election they intend to buckle on 
their revolvers and go to the polls, and when the negro comes to 
vote, they intend to tell him to stand back, and if he does not do 
this they will shoot him at once. Mr. John Bagsdale, of my coun- 
ty, said to me that this is the programme all over the State* That 
on that day, the war will begin throughout the State. I have not 
had any diflBiculty sinee living there, and know no cause but my 
loyalty, which oould have produced such conduct toward my family. 

his 

Lewis X Pkoweli. 
Attest — ^W. A: Garnbb. ^ mark. 

Sworn and subscribed to before me, this 18th day of Aug., 1868. 

W.J. Smith,. Ch'm. Com. 

JSvidence of Richard Moore. 

^Mr, Richard Moore, of Lincolh County, b^ng called and duly 
sworn as directed by law, deposes tind says: 

He is 22 years of age; that he lives in the 12th district, Lin- 
coln County, Tennessee: has lived in that settlement all of his 
life; is, by occupation a farmer. That there 4s an organization of 
masked and armed men in that county, whipping, shooting, and 
driving from their homes, the colored people of the county, and 
also Union white men. This Klan began to operate some time last 
Spring, and has been kept . up ever since, but with more violence 
for the last two montiis. ' On Saturday night last, two weeks ago, 
sixteen of this Klan came to my house and knocked me down with 
sticks and their pistols, beating me severely; and after they had cut 
my head to the sktdl in several places, took me from the house and 
stripped ine, and whipped me with a strap of leather, with a buckle 
on its end, stricking me 175 licks. This Klan asked me if I was a 
Radical. They called on me for my certificate of registration, 
which I did not give them. Hey called upon me for my pistol, 
a^d I told them that I had sold it. I was with the Union army 
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during the late war, in Gfovemment empolyl They told me that I 
nor no other eolored man, should yote in the Presidential election. 
I have been told bj rebels iii the count j, that negroes should not 
vote with thiD Radical party in that county. That they, and all the 
Radicals of the county^ should be killed first. But that when the 
colored men would vote for them all would be right, and the coun- 
try would then have peace, but not till then; that if I would join 
^liem and be a good Consenrative, I might do anytMng I pleased to 
the Radicals, and should not be hart for it. I do not believe that 
any colored or white Uuion man is safe in that county, or will be 
until there is better protection given. 

The Klan which whipped me told me to take my shirt and do 
like old Bill Wyattdid, ^^carry it to Brownlow'fl Legislature;" and , 
if I did this they would kill me certain; and that if "old Bill Wy- 
att came back there they woi^d kill him^ certain.'* This is Senator 
William Wyatt, of which they were speaking. 

I know some of tibe Klan — Capt. Tucker, James Bennett, John 
Clark, L. Anderson, and son, Richard Anderson, Andrew Tait, 
John Steverson and Mr. EBIL 

All my near n^hbors, and all rebels, are for Seymour and 
Blair. < his 

RiCHABD.X MOOKB. 

Attest — W. A. Garner. mark. 

Sworn and subscribed to before the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs, this 18th day of August, 1868. W. J. Smith, Ch'm. Com. 

Evidence of Cheats MurckbankM. 

Mr. Charles Marchbanks being called and duly sworn, deposes 
and says, that he was bom and raised in Warren county, Tennes- 
see; is thirty-one years of *age; that he has been living within about 
two miles and a half of CornersviUe, Tennessee,- for about three 
years; and is by occupation a farmer. • 

Question. Do you know anything of an organization in that 
county known as the Ku Elux, or Night Errants; if so, state sJl 
you know about said Klan. 

Answer. I have seen some people in mask at my house and on 
the pike near my house. The first time I saw any of this Elan 
in mask, as well as I remember, was in the l^t days of March, 
1868. There were some five or eight in number. I don't know 
whether they were armed or not, but think I saw as they passed me, 
a pistol in one man's hand, but am not sure this was so. I have 
seen them some four or five times. They came to my house some 
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two or three times. They talked to me friendly, and called upon 
me to visit them. When I asked them where I diouM come, they 
said Den No. lO, On or about the night of the .4th of July, 1868, 
they came to a colored man's house on my place, and killed him by 
shooting him through the cracks in the house. Two balls hit him. 
They then came to my house^ and told me that they had killed 
him. I had a Coroner's Jury held over him myself, and it was de-^ 
cided that he was shot by unknown parties in mask. This is the 
only murder which has been conmiitted in that community by the 
Elan, which I have heard of. It is Teported that they took some 
pistols from some colored men in acyoining settlements. I have not 
seen any of this Klan since, except fohr, which I saw in Corners- 
yille, some four weeks ago. I know nothing of the plans or de- 
signs of the organization, with the exception of what I have heard 
its members say, whilst in mask. They said that they did not in- 
tend to disturb any one who wouldbehave themselves, be they white 
or black. They requested me to say to the colored men who were 
working with me, that they were not their enemies. There has 
been some colored people left my settlement. Some were under 
bad character. All is quiet in that section of the country now. 
I think that the organization, as before referred to, has been a 
splendid thing for the county where I live. I think that the 
organization may be composed in part of the citizens of the county 
in which I live, but do not know this to l)e a fact. 

There was some goods brought to my house and left, with orders 
for my wife to make it up into suits. 

Q. Suppose you had refused to have these goods made 
up, do you think that you. would have been compelled to have 
done it? 

A. I don't know; but have been told that there were some goods 
left at one man's house, who had declaired that he would not have 
it made, before it was left; that he was ordered to have it made by 
a certain time. 

Q. Was you in the late army as a Confederate soldier? 

A. I was. 

Q, Do you think that there can be any election held in Novem- 
ber next without any extraordinary force? 

A. It could he done now ; but what could be done in November, I 
cannot tell. C. Marchbakes. 

Sworn and subscribed to before the Committee on Military Affairs, 
this August 13th, 1868. W- J. Smith, Ch'm. Com. 
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Mr. T.J^Guskinfiiibeuig called; wd dul; fi^ori^ depome and 8ay|E|j 
He id a ditia^n of Obdoja oOualy^ ^Teivn^as^Ci^ «^nd h^9 beei^ % 
about tW JrearsJ that he is about thirty-two years of age; is 1^ 
oecu^tion.a foymer. Thatjw wa^ electieii.J) .0|[)i)^ta|4^Q^ tfee J3th 
Civil Kstriosfc )pf J i Qbion county at the electipj^j^ir^^^^^tch l^t, as^d 
was regularly qualified as provided by law. That he served as a 
soldier in the IJj^iofl^ A^Wes; d«fjjp^ ^e, Jaiti9^,i5^yv\and has been 
honorably dischsurged from sai<^ ^ervice^ 

, Question. Dp you "know anything of ah wgiiiils/atfon in Obion 
county, Tennessee, known as tliieKti'SluVSLliri, or'Kiiight Errs&^ts; 
if SQ, state all you know of said organization. ^ • '•'•■'. 

. A. I know tliat tliere ia an 6rgani?ati6ij in 6aid' 6bmity whic'h is 
passing' through the county "com^ttu^^^ d^Mum^ of variotiB 
kindg; whipping the colored people, kiliinjg or^sotitcl, and takin*^ 
from them their arms and cerli0caies:<>!f' rofici^tfdtlohJand orderinfir 
Union white men to quit the counrty. - • • ... 

This JKjlan is generally k»p^, by,tbe nap^ of feu^j^liix. I saw 
eix men last Weidne3d#yrn^tj^qj3^^ r^eek^ago^^ Unitin 

City. They were.armj^d aftd,,^pl|;mji^uYte^^ IreceiveS brders froni 
some unk^own persons. ThesjB orders were hanaeA me by the t)0^t- 
master at Unipn City:. ■ ..; ,„ .,.^ , ; , r r ■ ■ 

I left my home to keep from being killed By the Ku Ipux, as I 
am fully of opiiiul9(9 t^j; they intended to k^^ - ^ ^^ 

. Q. What do iJie people jp. g-^n^ral in your ^ county tWk of said: 

orgaAiaation? ; . • ,- '\\4:u!->'i !\\: ui^^:'.. '!', 

A, As fp.rq,s Jthav.(y,|p,e^q.bkrto 1^^ majoritj' 

of them, spej^k.pf. ^^n^fa^pr^ble terms; anct i tKink that they en- 
courage it, and belong to the Klan. The Union men are agaitfis 
it, and believe that.i*^ gotten, iip, to dji;iv;e,|iljk<^:()ut of the country, 
and to puH dQ;w:n and overthrow fhp ' St^pte Government. I have 
frequently been.tojd by rebels in me county, tlitftf'thejr intended to 
pull down and deptroy the presrat Q^ate OovernASAt. ' J 

The rebels, in general^ are v.ery imfriendljr towirdS' Union rtfetf, 
and some of them havewent so far' as to siy'iKat' tlrtlr children 
should not associate, with the chilfjfen of Uhion mefiV * 

They say they are determined to* vote whether "they have celffi'- 
ficateis or not, intj^ie Presidential election; and if ^ iWy Colored ihiiSi 
attempts to vote, they will kill him, or the whitil man that proteiHb 
him. These expressjbns [aye geilferill among" 'rebeli[r. They go fur- 
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ther: they say that they intend to carry this election or die in the 
attempt?. '^0ther Union m^ have left the county to sav^ their life, 
akid unl^s there is sotne I'^Iief, I think tha/t they will jatll be forced 
to leave. ^T^'JvjGaskins. 

Swofti and 8nhsbribi6d to before the Oommittee on Military AflEa-irs, 
this, Atignfl^t'!f4th;'1868. ' W. J. SmIth, Ch'm. Com. 



. J 
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'■" '* JEMtiinde of Sumnef A. Cunningham. ' - 

,,.8u?i]^er.Av9^nii]^gh^»m, being, dniy sworn, deposes and says: 
^(^eatiofl^ yp^e^p ia^ where do you reside, how old are 

. J,ni9«^^r. My name is. Sumner A. Cunningham I. reside, in Shel- 
byville, Tennessee^ my age is t'yenty-five years; I ain 'by occu 
p^ion a merchant; I am a native of the county, 
rr^... Do .ypujfcno^aay thing of the organization ktiowii ^ the 
Ku Klux Klan; and if so, tell us all you know about them. 

^A* I know I have seen a company, of men or persons in dis- 
guised—some forty-eight' in' one company, and ' eight in another. 
Th^r fac^^ covere^.' ' This was on th^ night of the 4th of 

. Jtuly, 'l8,68.j r ihinfe some of th|6if horses were covered. I did not 
pay particular atierif ion. It "Was 'siadd they carried - a man out of 
. Sl^elby ville, and whipped, him severely, which act I earnestly dis- 
.approved. ' . - 

1 am in .favor of order and law; and belie^g such conduct would 
oppose the peace and Tiarmony of the ' country, I would have been 
jglad to prevent it if I could. S. A. Cuniunoham. 

\ Sworn. and jubscribed to, this dky and date, August' 11th, 1868, 
before me. W. J. Smith, Ch'm. Com. 

'{Evidence of Arthur A, Breast, ■ 

^thitt.:4^j.^B^^I|«t being duly sworn, deposes and sa^s: He is 
1 twenty-eight yeftrPj.pf ag©; ty occupation wholesale hardware 
i^^chant; store is,, 45 Public Square, Nashville, Tennessee. 
., y.Qufistiqp^ Do you keep fire-arms for sale? 

Answer. Yes, sir;, we do. I should think we have sold in the 
l^tsUjjy .d^y3-^?venty pistols. These arms are 6old by us to mer- 
^|^iflgn^--TOur .bAj^iip^ess being wholesale. This is an increase on 
^pi;eyioiis.i^e^,ui. the same time. / ' y. ARTfluk A. Breast.. 

ij;BworA jdJ^A s^tftcribjic^ 4jO, this 26th day of August,' 1868. 

W. J. Smith, Ch'm. Com. 
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Svideneeiof Jo\: S. Van Leer. '• ; i 

&Ir. Jo. Vaii Jj^^t; Wing duly I3\*wn, deposes And sttyts' ''■■' 

He is about 32 years oif age", by occujpation HaY'd^at'e'Merdhaiit 
clerk, business bouse, 49 North College street, Skshville, T?eiin/ 

Question, Do you' Veep fire-ieirms for siile? ' ' ; - 

Answer. Y^s%\v. " ^ ' 

Q, What number of fire-arms have you sold in'iihe ladt two 
months? 

A.' r think we muittaVe sold some three dozen pistols, and 
eight or ten shot guns. -The sades has bee» greater for the last 
two months than formerly. I have sold, more to colored, than 'white 
citizens. ' '' '• ■ Jo. HI VAN'IiEEfti. 

Sworn and subscribed to, before me, this 26th day of Aiigi, 186d. 

' V ' W. J. SMl*ff' Chairman ^bm. 

• 1 • ' f 

, .JEJyidei^e of T. Ji Treppard^ ....,.,,. , 
/Mr. T. J. Treppardy being trailed, and duly 8WQr^, deposes- and 

He is about 32 years of age; by occupation a Hardware Mer- 
chant; store Nofii. 19 /md 21, North College . etree^, Ns^shville Ten- 
nessee. Keep fire-arms for sale.. Purchased 9ome $200 worth 
of pistols somek two niontbs ago, .and, have sold about half of them. 
Sold priiunpally to white men. About the time I purchased, the 
demand for pistols was greater than the;f are now. 

T.J. Tj^JgJPPARD. 

Sworn and subscribed to, this 26tt day of August, 186)8. ; 

W, J. Sm;th, Ohairmw Com. 

Evidence pf MfiOlaugkerty. ■ :« 

Mr. M:' laugherty, being called and duly sworn, addii^ected by 
law, deyj-'^^os and says: ~ • ' V 

lie ' years of age; is, by ocfcupalion, a Hardware' Meifehatrt^ 
has hi >ve on Public Square, Nashville, Tennessee;' keSjls fire- 
arms f«^ !e. His sales in pistols has been greiatet for' tlielai^t 
two n '. mbtithd than before that time, dtiring this jreair. Does 
no t Iv n . ' ! i number sold. ' • M. A^ McClattgherty. 

S\V"»' iiid subscribed to before the Committee on Military 
Aft'aii-. W. J. Smith, Chirman" Com. 

• Evidence of J, W. Smith • 

Mr W. Smith, being called atid duly sworn as directed by 
law, (Icj • )^'-.'S and says: ■ ■ ' • n ' . ■. • 
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I He is 85 years of Age: liy cWcufiftthm .a^Hifcrdware clerk in the 
house of QfE^y & KirkmaipL^ I^TafibviUe) T^up^^see../ Th^ firp^ keeps 
fire-arms for salef. There hap ]>een ai^ inerejE|.,se jlii< the sale of pis- 
tols for the last two months. Erom^ th^/ ^r^t of July last, to the 
present time, the house has. isiold flroiQ iS^.jtp ;(40, pistols. Have 
sold to both black and white, but principally toi white. Some to 
.country merch^^ts^ . J. W. Smith. 

Sworn and subscribed to before me, this 26th day of August, 1868. 

W, J. Smith, Chairman Qom. 

^ Evidende of J. M. Or ay. 

I ■■•'■'■ ' 
Mr. J. M. G^ayJ being called, and duly sworn as directed by law. 

Imposes and says: 

|Ie is about 32 years of age; is, by occupation, a Hardware Mer- 
chant; business house 53 College Street, Nashville, Tennessee; 
keeps fire-arms for sale; has sdld ^ gtetiter number of pistols for 
^he last six weeks tha^ usual; does not know what number sold; 
to both white and colored. Parties, in general, make no expression 
as to why they buy^ J. M. Gray. 

Sworn and subscribed to before' the 'Committee on Military 
Affairs, this 26th day of August, 1868. 

W. J. Smith, Chairman Committee. 

* 

Jllvide7\c€i of Tom^utUr. 

^•- . 

Question. What is your na^e, age and occupation, and where 
do you live? 
^ Answer, My name is Thomas Butler; I am going on twenty- 

five years old; I am a laboring manj I live in Pulaski, and was 
horn aoQid raised in Giles Oouixty,, Tennessee. 

Q. Do you know anything of an organization known as a 
H^u Klux Klan; if ijio, tell all ypu know abput them, 

I saw, ten or fifteen footmen on Monday night last, dressed in 
disguise, inquiring for Tfom Butler. When I answered, Mr. Porter, 
one of the men with me, got up j^nd st;art9d* out, when the men in 
disguise hallooed out shoot him. They shot several times — one of 
'■'.., which took effect in Porter's hip. I>r. Simpson, of Pulaski, took 
the ball out. 

When the shooting commenced, I started to run, and made my 
escape through a fire of ten or fifteen shots, following me onTy about 
thirty yards, when they soon after disappeared. Next morning I 
returned to the lime furnace, when the Mayor, Tpwn Constable, 



and qaite & Utiiftb^r oif others were pr^seiit, »nd expressed great 
opposition tcrduoh'conduct, and a'detertninotien to put it down if 

■ -'Witness^ — WvA. G-arnsrI'- - • '•' ' ■ i-'/ii :•■.. '>D(iaBk. . ■ 

' Sworn ^i sait^efeffibed to before nie^ this $7iiiday of August, 1868'. 

'. i' . 7 .i:T O^Bpfj .'Coiii. on Military- • 
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I, Stephen Midony state on oath* I. a»i)9.bout sixty-three years of 
^e; that I, wa^ A dave;,< and tbaitJCiWjfta )S0 faithful, that, although a 
slave, aad heldi in bondagi^ untilJpbtained. my freedom during tl^ 
war, by the Actioln of ^the people.of TentteMee, I ttejvw had sMJjy 
difficulty with my former ownersiT N.<>b^ loft, them ererigave mea 
lick in my life, unless whilst I was j*:thild, and I always? had thfir 
c6nfidence ia t&yecjrthirig^ sOi far as I'kno^, toli^y^, pr. remember, I 
am now liying it Marshall Couiityy Tennessee, wh^re IrWas raised, 
and am known; in that neighbodlood; a^ if .J hadap enemy odl 
earth I did n«^kliow-it. I have been » member of thei<^hurch for 
fifty years, and have, so far as I know, or believe, lived up to tha 
reqtiiremehts of. the. same; and never- < heard <£ifom any member 
thereof, any complaint as to moraJs or conduct. 

I am, and hate been^ siil6e I'obtainedniyfreedom^i a Republican, 
or Radical, and have voted that ticket all the time« 

On or ajbiout.tii^ 10th of July lasf, about one o'clock !at night,, a 
parcel of men disguised in masks, with high conicolhats on, and 
all dressed alike, came to my house. They asked if I would tell 
the truth. I said_ I Would. They then said tell it. They then 
asked me where my son, David was. I told them he was there 
about an hour by sun. They thiftn'askfed' me Wh^e he went. I told 
them he welit. out at the south gate., They th^n said if my son and 
myself should vote the Radical ticket" they woald hfl-ng me. They 
said I had voted thei Radical ticket befpre, and I must hereafter 
vote the Consei'vative ticket, if I voted at^. all, Or th^y w^uld hau^ 
me. They came to my house in the night and knocked at the door,' 
attempting to breiftk it open, and I [opened.. iU : The^y^re dressed 
in red garments. They searched the housftjrfor )imy ..^on, but,jof 
course, they did not find him, for he was' npt therOi They shot a 
dog in the yard for barking. They had a pistol pointed at me all 
the time they were Uk the hous^t. . [The , moment they entered the 
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door a pistol was pointed at me. They Baid'if I let.ioj soa come 
back to my house to stay/they iFould kill me^ They said, they had 
heard that -ipy son was raising, or trying to raise, a company to. 
fight themi >I th^^ught I knew some of tnem, who were near neigh- 
^bors, and all of- them lived in the county, so far/ a? /I knew them. 
My SOIL had dcfaie ndthiig towards raisjLng a jDompw^v. - He ^had had 
a personal' i difficulty. With a colored man, and this was the only 
foundation for the nreportl They threatened to kill my son, say- 
ing they intended to kill him whenever they found him. 

On Friday night itnd Saturday inight, they whipped a colored 
man and his wif^ v^ry badly in 'Marshall county, t^i wh^re I live. 
They also whipped on -tk^ same n(^«, another ioolored maoi; his son, 
and soh-^ln-law, near the^ same pliaee. They ch<6ked one* of them, 
y(h^ had been in the Federal Army, and ''hung' hitn three times un- 
til iie8i;rly:-dea.d,'eiiaw>h of them. They aflne taking guns from every 
cfolorei liiaii HVho bai one.^^ This^-isf i jJalPt- of their plan of opera-i 
tion, '»6^ far as 1 can leaim. They udiformlytake guns or pistols 
wKerfever th^y find them in the hands of colored people. They 
lifever disttrtb* anybody^ «8C€rpt Republicans 6t radicals* White 
men whof ate radicals, ar^ generally afraid to Apeak out ^ their prin- 
ciples. !" •'''•■ ' •'•''{•'"♦ ■: >/•■ ' - :•,••-:.. 

_ They are trrtvelih^ ahnost every week at nigfct, sometimes visit- 

ng one radical, and • sometimes another. .^ 

My son, 'With' many others*— nearly all who can leave-^^have left 

the neighborhood and gone. Most radicals, when ih«y. go to bed, 

have appreheinsions of 'per»ona\ viol^iice before day.' The state of 

society 3S alarming. No one who differs with them is safe, and 

their hbmbei*s are increamg. " his 

: Stephen M Mbdon. 
' mark. 

; : ,v •.■:■. \ ^videTfieei of JSp^ncfr Chriffifi. 

Mr. Spehoer Griffin, being called and duly iswom, deposes and 
says: He* is fifty -fotir or fifty-five! ye*irs of age, and that he 
now resides' in Sumner oouhty^ Tennessee, within three miles of 
Qallatitlj' htis. beet! lii^^mg there' sinbe March last; is by occupation a 
farm^rv-'- *' ?•.'[•>;;■:' f •••.'• :•'. ?■ i . • ^ . ,»...• • 

- QMBti(M/'^ 'jrbu kiiotr anything of a^ organisation :known as 
|[u Klux, in yctar county? ' ;. 

Answer. There Wtis a band of armed masked men came to my 
house on Satiirday nighit, some four weeks ago. Came to the door 
with a rail) ptsh^d open th^ door, and oam^' into my house; and 
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Trhen I called to know wl^Q W9.s there, onQ .uaan answered to me, 
saying, "come here, I want you.'* 1 asked to' know what they wanted 
with me, when thej^ seit^ed me,ii6d.'me, and order^ me to come 
with them, which I did. After carrying me a short distance, thfey 
asked me if I hid heard o£ thtuiiOa^l^i^; X told , tbom I hitd. 
Therf tiaito said that ihey w^e the men, and. they Werjaigoingar-ouj)t| 
stationing off the county, and that we all thought- W#. weri^ .all/free } 
that we .fadulfi vote; ,b»fe We wtH 9fcQp ail of vtlMMli OK^ey .ihen 
stripped and . whipped . .mse wifch % leiatbo? : ^tarap sower diije ; hundred 
and i&fty lashes; telling me that they first whipped, and :?^heji .tfe^y 
came the seooiod ixxas^ \t\iej cme; (slrootiiig de^wn • $psid h^gingi up. 
After they l|ibd whipped ime, they agaia>told>mo-thal w^e- ibll' thofv^ht 
we we!re'fnte^'btit«#halt.nif6 bad to. do just Wjft^nievQ t(9^ .told to do^ 
right o3r-'Wo|ig.. .ioj/fi;i{') .;.••;- , . .: -■■.•/., ■/.- ifl'is. -,. .j ..;.-..., 

..' ...... .....(-.. • ,f ... S^NO?R H GMFFnr. 

mark. 
Sworn and subscribed to before me, this day, August 27th, 1868t 

.M)idence of Oharlei H. Robert.' ' ' \ ' 

Charles E. Robert, being duly sworn according to law, deposes 
as follows: • My name id. Ohfirles'K^Robert;^ ^ am a^out* twenty 
years of agej^by occupation City "Editor o^ tfnion and !t^merican 
and a native of Davidson county, Tennessee. 

^te^^iow. Do'^you know anything of an organization known as 
the Ku Itluf Klan; 1^ so tell all you know about them. 

Answer, I do not kn^w of ^uch an organization. I have seen 
men in costume, disguised— l^iJo not know 'whether they were Ku 
Klux^'-'^tfDecdtar, Alabama. ^TheiF uniform ctmfflGft;^ of^i red^gOl^n, 
trimmed with whitp braid; pants of the same; high hat, with yml 
over the! fa^; -boles foPitlWi ey^ andrmo^tfe i^ve or ape i|n;n,u9i^er. 

.^, Hare yloupri^Wd^t any tim^^ij^ your, offipe, any ord^rs^ haaid- ' 
bill, or other paper, for the Ku Klux Klan, aji, orgf^nipBed;,bo(Jy.;af 
armed masked, men. , ^^ '.;'':' 

A. About the tii&e the organii^ation appeaaredjiil th^ Spring,.;^ 
anonymous communication reached ipie, th]f ough the'^posjIr^Sp^ wl4^ 
was evidently a burlesque on the order ,pf,/:th0 siijippofSe^ IQun. 
This is the only communication I have ever caused to be published. 
This was in earl^ Spiring.' ' 'I di)' not remember ^k jidst-niai^s.'" *" 

* Sworn and subscribed to before the MUitary.^Committee, tliis 
28th day of August, 1868. ' i j . . ' W. (J. Smith, 

^i ' T:. Ch'm» CwBti oa Milifearyi)w 
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^vtaefiee, oj'S. . 0, mercer^ ' 
^i Mr^ 8. G. H^erdery bekig.4i«l7f«li?orQ:a(XM>rduig.tiO; lawr deposes as 

follows: •• .- '"^ '•■<'.'{' i: oifi 1 f iv-ffi > to:"}/ ' '• ! «! I^:- 

'My littmc^ i^ &;i Ol Mdi«e^ /I'lamEditor o£jtha^i?fa8« anil TVmesv 
ihe Statcf j^nmxii); ^'S&fyearirtof^ age^ ka^e lited in IXavklsoft 

*'^ ^lu^^. HaAjdu citerMrdOeite a 'lette#) ;<Hr di^patoh, or any 
iM[imtmicMiowmh^tm^f ftotb 'Bfekrfield^ or hii fro^hds, of Firaifklin^ 

<'AnMef*. t4Sdftfo%. iiikii^^€»rd'of7Bdirfieidbef<nre kkdeaiih 
InDd nolf'4e)!iy<h€i'St«leU6ftt imtil i i^ent oviiijht^^ eoimeetxA 
if&h ouy'offi^. Iii#''i«ad^ 1^ tebquir^raii torAwkefthcor. buekeomiiMuii^ 
cation had be^en receiy^d in regard to the character of 'Mis«[^EB<4}i 
aspiibti^edln tne* iTashville Banner j and other Democratic pa- 

Q^ Dojc^uJ^^^p^'of aja^ organization known as the Eu Elux 
E[lan? If so tell us ^U jau know.fibout them, |. 

A. I have received commimicat^ons tiiat satisfies me of the ex- 
istence of such &ti Order.. ^ItSL^fi^eiieral operations wpears .t.o be 
tb overawe .Union m^n, both bwk and white. 

Sworn and subscribed to,.fcefore me, ttfs "SStb day ojf Aumit, 186^1. 

,; ,, W. J. S»aTH, Chm. Com. 

.jj. -iJ 71;. •; v/'.(i/. j'L>v Ih: i!''- •- i: :. ■' ■ --i 

. Evidence of Umtsi Seise. ., 

. I'Henry Hioidbvibeing.dnlyisvoim; 'i\$cor^ d^posecr akid 

iiays : -ii ii-'i'. jmji.-. Oii-. i^ ":;ii:a ;I !.;■. ' ■•." /. ; •" ■ . .• 

'^ My i!kame% H^ni'jj^ B^)^'f <<ttm ib»i0(4ii%' E<6tor of the Naefh^ 
^dtRe BaimetiV^yhi§^ iwaSyia^'dttf^^^i^^ df - the Odunty-of 
DaVidsoil, •TlfAbfeto6«6'.' ffi'-i^i '.^^^^ -•> i.ii-;. . •■• ::y. 

Q. Tell what you know about a paragraph that appeared in 
^ur pai|^^^Ati^«^''ia6th9«^flai»poirtJbg to a knowledge of arms 
^d muHiiiioiiS' '^'' ^; h^iftg si^tit ^t» ' i^i^anklb. 

'^ Thefellottfi^id''ihei'p8»*«lgraphi' - 

.l»:':j\ -'i'... '„ ■• uJ j>:)''.;'i--> -i'./j 'jVI'.* 1 in i !;.•>; : :> ■ , j 

^^AMONe %9B BLACKS — GWS AND AMMUNTEIOI^ SBOBBtLT SHIPPED XO 

•^Wlill6 thfe ^€ltilWii(re on Military Affairs are pursuing their 
ikkm mymti^idfaw^'ikf hotf matey tirnn^ and' how mu^h ammunition 
havebeensomio.ttte whites of this city$ within, a i'eoent period, 
We think lAiey: hfld'J^etter keep an eye on the malcontents of their 



own party. For what purpose, let the committee' ikqiiire, wte a 
iragon-load of mnnitioiiB; ifs^.ikxt s^niaip vSVaofcUa last Jl^ondaj? 
Were they to be put i^to-^^jie band^ of ioypi .^ladt3. for th^ perper 
tration of another Ezell tragedy? Is thiis the Legislature's idea of 
*peace t , y 

*'i:hat the guns, c^rtrtra/d aii^d crfiJfe' Wffei^ed to^ Ato ^tioW sciihe- 
t^here in IVilliamsMi^'CdtLntj^, ktid that -thfey^ were* •AQoreibly sent th^ro 
on Monday, from the Radical head-quarters in this city, we h^v* 
most positive proof, hwi|ig>5c^eift!wirj^>iirfwmation,fr9m a ge»tle- 
man who stopped th^^f agpp qjcwj^ ^Xjapjinj^ j^||CQntents/' 

A. I wrote <the article above. I got the information from a 
gentleman I had conQ<M^ee ^i^c . iAfti^r,,e]ii4i}i]:y^ Jam aa,tisfied that 
he was' mistake^u ]i,gotf my information from Mr. Bains, the 
book-keeper in the Banner office. Mr. Bains says he got his in- 
formation from Mr, It6bliitf6ii,\jf ^oulh MskVil^e. 

Q. Do you know .Qf fftfiy. demonstration .pjf.;;yi)le»ce in the 
State, for the last fiix MOcAh^t ' . ., 

A. I know nothing .^f ^ my, pwja ^ i^o jir |f c|ge; only know what I 
see in the papers. , -: ,< i 

Q.' Do you know fw;fy^ljijli;ygg qf ^^nar^ed^ ma^ed organization, 
known as the KuElux.tl^an? ^.. .,, ^i 

,A, I know nothing^ po^^onaUy, h.ut believe, that there is suqh 
aifi organization. I j^^^^cTPJ, oppion. pn the general opinion of 
the people. ,, i - .. ., / * 

Q. Did yott see A: leister i^hiQJiiWM published. in.^hpri2^H^2i(?a^ 
J?a7i9ier, baring date A^rP'tb^ 1368, ipublisbp^ about the 18th of 
Aug., 1868, said to hav^ l^^keyi [f rotten by Israel B^owny^ff Nash-. 
¥ille, Tennessee, and di^eqt^4rti(^;4o)^n J^ToJii^ ^y«.nklii), ^^inessee? 

A. I did. i had it^in ff^ij^o^f^pjpfiXi^. . I. gave it to Bepres^n- 
ifl-tive HJpFalL .. ,, „:, ,,[ ,, ;;..;;. .,, ., '., . . .. , . 

. Q. Who give yoift the Jetl^r?; . :..;,[ , ^ '. 

A. I found it ontj^bo office. des^ in ^Qplpne} H>99^'s office^ in 
Franklin, Tennessee^ on, pr ■ ^bp^tr .t^, IZtl^i .. ^of August, 1868. Dp 
not know who placed it there. There was a party of, gentlemen in 
Colonel House's office^ when ')ip a^d XjWen;t. from his offipeto learn 
something of the former history pf th^ gentleman, Mr. Bierfield, who 
bad been killed there, a ^w^l^s beipjr^ aqd, whei^ Tfe returned, I 
found the parties in his officf |it]jLl,.and tibeletter, which was not thei:e 
If hen I left, was on the desk, ;a8;b^fore stated^. 

Q. Did any one in.ffaip^liii, Tennessee,, state to you that they 
knew, with their own k^oledge, that Bitfield had. had anything to 
do with the assassination, ^of Mr* E^ell? 



A. They did not. . 

Q. £[aVe yeu, »t any time^' heardvany threatB: to assassinate any 
of the members of the Le^latiir^^ Or any of the Stite officers? 

A, 1 have not. ' ' 

Q. Did you hear, at any time| any NQ]}tbe]^n or Southern man, 
ask why the people of Ten^esseie did not ^^as^ate. Gov., Brown- 
low? ' ■*'■ ■' '.:•■;. \i !i. .».; >;»;».■■>■' /;••; 

A. This question w<ts repieatedly askiBd ts^ while < I^w^ in the 
North, some time in larit days of Jnne^ and ft-st'daydioF JAly. 

'^ ' ■''•■^' ' '-• Hbnrjf' Hbiss. 

Sworn and subscribed to befbre me, this 28th day of Aug., ISeS, 

W. J. Sm^h, Ch'm. Com. 

{Hvidence of Mr. J. 0. Griffith. 

Mr. J. 0. Griffith, being called and duly sworn, deposjes ^nd says: 

He is about 50 years of age; is a reaiident of Diavidson County, 
Tennessee; by occupatioti a Publishet in the office of the Union and 
American^ Nashville, Tennessee. 

Question. How longiiave you been engaged in that office ? 

Answer. I purchased an interest in ihB Union and Dispatch 
iabout two weeks ago; and siiice that tim6, the Union aUd Dispatch 
and Jyashville gazette have been consblidatfed, 'and how form the 
Union and American. We have published but two copies. I take 
no partin the'transa^tiotj of the business of Uhe Uni&n and Dis" 
patchj exceptifts to knowing the consolidation of the two papers. 
* Q. Do yoti knW of an organiiifation known as the Ku Klux 
Klan. I do not. My holiest conviction is,' that ther^ is no such an 
organization — &s a g^iieral organi^atToh^ but I believe,' from what 
general rumor says, as published in the papers, that* th'eHjfi are ot* 
ganized bands in some localities, of knaskod^ aiirmed men/ ^ Of my 
personal knowied^, or direet specific informitibn^ I know nothing 
of them, and:^lience ctonot b^^^vO' tliM the organtzfltion has any 
general'eitent. • "' ' ' ■ '''"^^ '' '■ ■' "•''■-( - ■ 

Q. What impression tfo yoii think thftt these local organizations 
make updntW minds of the people? . 

Judging from the exttgera^tM repox^ts^ ab made through the pa-^ 
pers and public spei&erik'and correspondents, I would say; that they, 
like all other secret political fassociations, have a deleterious influ*- 
ence upon' the sentiment and passions of tliel people,' tending ulti- 
mately, to the ruin of the bctet interest of ' sbciiety and our common 
country; destroying all ordei"; ihoral and cil^lj; iEthd ending only in 
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anarehy and min; and they aiie aiJisgralce -to the age in which we 
live, and should be discountenanced by every person having any 
8elf*resi)ect or/love for the best inteireetB of 'society. 

-- • . ■•■ '... • .■>•'.' • ••*■■.: -•-! XO. GrIJFITHw/ . 

Evid0lee of S. M. Aynett. "" ^ 
Mr. H. H. Ayii^tt, pf Pnjaski, Tennesspe,. being, called and d»ly 
arwom, deposes ^nd says: .;!^ : '. 

f 

His^ aaiiie ia £L H.^ Aynett;' tbait ho ift'48 years old, resides in 
Fnlaski, Tennessee, and is, and has been fi^r the last 18 months, 
the police officer of said town of Pulaski, Tenneasee, 

Qif6«tA>ii4 Do you know any thing of an organissation m your 
county of Giles, commwily known as tne Ku Kllux. KjAn?: . 

Answer, 1 do not, of my own knowledge, = 

Q« Have you seen any masked men^ mounted or disnyou^ted^ 
for liheliEu^t 12 months^ in ih& town.of rPnlaski, Tennessee? 

A. I have; X saw small sqpiads of ..masked. men it i Pulaski, <m 
or before the night of the^ 4tlr;of July^ 1868, at differ en:t timeai 
On the night of the 4th 6f»'July,;1868, I saw some t^o or three 
hundred masked and i^ounted men in tl^ town of Palaski^^ lennes* 
see, and borne on foot. : • ., , , 

Q, Were they armed? 

wi. I think t&at I saw some' pistols among them* 

Q. Did you know^ny one of them? ■ ■ • '•' 

A. I did notf recognize any of them. 

Q» 'Did you iaot dlseover ^hat.some of the youkig gentlemen of 
the town was missings if hot in the party of masked men? 

A. I noticed carfully, and think that I saw the most of the 
young men of the town, and they were not among the masked 
party. The party did not hifibrm aiiy oiie.- ' • ' * '^ 

Q. Has' there been any offences or yiolations of law^ teoinmitted 
in Pulaski for the last twelve monthls, by'-masked men? 

A, Mr. Richardsotf was takeii !EtO^ Jail forcibly^t is reported 
by the jailer, himself — ^bjr masked men. Al^, a colored man wais 
taken from the jail and shot dead, in Pulaski^ by af masked pa!rty, 
so the jailer said. I had a jury of inqtiedt hiild o^e^r hkn, i&yselfl 
I summoned the jury. On last Monday nighty there were parties 
in mask, armed, or siaM to be, went tothe boose of Mrd. T. Butler, 
a colored Union woman, who lives near the corporation of Pulaski, 
Tennessee, and called for her «on, telling her that they desired to 
see him about having whipped her. She informed them that he 
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had whipped her; and tdd themithat he waj^vajt th^e lime kiln, some 
half mile from ther^. . They weit ^to /tke^rlime^kilnjijul <;alled.for 
Thomas Biitler, and he biokeioiriih^- when! tilii^ paiftj fired upon 
him, and Acoidfehtilly shot another colored man, who was near by. 
Butler did not get hurt. 1 ha^e ^ligently en(juired to learn who 
the parties were, but iiave nol been aole to learn, but the majority 
of ' White and cbWred people*,- bfeiie Ve iik\ % ' WaA • »dloi*ed' mcto. 

Q. Please state all you know about the tfhdotltig of is colore, 
ilian who wcNrbi^d ut the office of tkei '>Pula9hi QiMzAn, - Gtiles; Cdiin- 
ty, Tennessee, i)y soine^f the eitia^ns of Lincoln Oount;;^^' Teinneir-^ 
see, some days ago. •' • . '^' *- •- ' - >■ .''■>.-!. 

A. I don^t know that he* works at the^ office^ but ihink hi» works 
for Mr. MoOord, the puMi»her of the CfeWiw**- . i r 

Some of the citizens of Lkiecda^ /wa9;iiat Pulaski, Tennessee; on 
the '18th of thid ihoDthy and'left tk^vb intoxica4:ed; and it was repotted 
that they met and shot the imanfaboui''One-and->a-half' milba franx 
town, on the S^affettei^ille roadu 'iSoipe tivo dayfr after, there was a 
eapioB dire^M by the <jfourt/:iboithb Sheriff i of Lihpoln Ooimtty. It 
was placed in my hands, ind <I procieededi to the Oeunty afi Linr' 
coin, to have the parties l^allyi arrested^ m leliifected by laWj whioh 
was done, and the parties were placed under bonds, for their ap*. 
pearance at Court — December Term. . « 

Q, Do you believ^-tibat the laiwiwill beenforcec! in your coi^nty 
without extraordinary force? v ». 

A. I do. :,...; H. H. Aymbtt. 

Sworn and subserib^d to beferaitie; tbis-SQth day of August, 

1868. MA i >; M I -i H"W* J. Smith, Gh'm. Com* 

• . ■ . .. 

Evidence b/ J. JB. JStobdp. 
|Mr. J. B. Hobdy, being..calle(f.and fjuly sworn, deposes and says: 
; His na^e is J«« 3* ^obf^jioth^i. bfi ifi th/a Sheriff of Sumner 
County, Tewoim^; tHXM^ ^ftt 44. yeara of age. 
; Question. '..I>,(i.^Q^iVr^ 9Pyj4iH^g;of ^« {^rmpd and masked or- 
ganization 4a, your, cQUUtST) cprnmojaly k&own as the Ku Klux Klan? 
. 4»wt£f«n ;J4p|i,0t^.M:.Viy, 015^^^ b^trfrom 

Trhat I learn ivistvi oHl^^r^f^ph in mj county, J. bplieve that the ^e 
isi^uch an QrgwifiatiQja^; i^ivd: ithat it is 9tr<)]9ig. . Ix^ some ^ettlem^ents^ 
pjr.^eighborlH)pdSy>it jsrepgirte^ by ithe eitiz|^ns» that at least two« 
thirds of the white citizens bel^mg to said orgapization. 
V Q. Have^pu beardi of sftid , organization c<MKimitting any yio- 

lence in yourn^ttemeiMiy or coui3it7? ... 
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A. I have. It? wft^ r«pof ted 1;o me that said organi^ion ^ook 
a colored man frdin hift hoittfe and <'wfiipped hliii ^severely, «oiae 
^eeks ago, neai* (Sl^rtllatin; Tennessee, ^tod- d^tne of the citizebs ap- 
i^ar t6 indj^se said condticti, whilst others* appea/r to condemn it. 
'' 0. ' Wheti was ydn eieWted as Sheriff 'o^'^dlid'Cbtinty? 

A. At, t*he' ^regular election 'in lyfarch laSt, and was qualified 
about thctfi^rsf of .Jiine last. » r 

Q. iftavie you "been interfered with in the discharge of Vour du- 
tieaai^Sherfff? ^ . . .. - 

-A. I have not. 

Q, Wha$ appears to be ^ the feeling of the^ people as to the 
Presidenlial election; dd'tiifey ^peak' of Voting uiiy how, or of keep- 
iljig ptkcars who ape votera^ jfroppt thf ,pjol|s^ . ^ , . . , / . 

A. Some of them frequently declare th^y wiU: vote any hpw. 
X ]i|i,v^ J^fiard t^it: pfl.e,jsp^|^ .yf driyfttg of ;;9ther8^/rpn;i, th^ pqlls. 
^Pierpeople haye.b^eni cwiifpilppl bj.qfl^^ lawjiera. ancjl.p^blic^^peak; 
fE|r^, jfa vote, if :they.ijBid;]b9 (?Q»3(i^t^,^P^i;ate:pollafi:9m those con- 
stituted by law. 

Q. From what yoiu .c.i?.n l^arji; ; about the ICi^ Klux organization 
what appears to be its objects? 

A. I have concluded, from what I can heai:,,,th^t.it8 objecte are 
to, keep the colored^ people fr^pi v;c^i;o®in,1^e,JPx98identi$|.l election. 

Q. What party does thifl.O,rd^ |)pl9Rg *?• , . , '* / : / 

A. ' It appears to be composed; of;-il^Ui fwhQweijf^ in sympathy 
with the rebellion. I do ]i0t[ think^. that rthe; regular ,<^qfederate 
soldiers, many of them^ ibeloQgtto aaid; Qi^der^ iftfrny county. 

Q. Was you in Gallatin on the 28th o£ March last, when the 
election was held for Chancellor? :•' ii - v •. .. 

A. I was. * . I . 

Q. . Did the citiz«n6'tfani^otrt|ih lunns that day? i 

A. Many of them did. They d&id afti^r the election was Over, 
that they^ thought that they had; about 500 armed men in town. I 
saw some of them stahdihg!at t&iD windowsr, at different times, with 
pistols in their hands, oi^ that, day. On the following Monday, 
there was a great number in this tpwn^ armed. /Fhey said they came 
'there to whip out Captain Phillips^ who w?eljbi in command of the 
police forces. . .; ,; 

Q. From all of the lights before you, do you think that the 
election can be held ther^ in your county, for President, without the 
employment of extjraordinary force, in November next? 
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A. Not if the Uaited Statea troops were moved from there. 
I have been told by some q{ the oolored voters, tljatthey had been 
forced to vote contrary to their sentiments, under fear of, being 
molested if they did not. I do not believe that a free ai^d fair 
election can be held in all the dtstricts; mthout more than ordinary 
protection. I heard one J. P^ declare that a negro should not vote 
at an election where he was, J. B. Hobdy. 

Sworn and subscribed to before me in Senate Military Committee 
room, this 29th day of August, 1868. 

J. F. Lauck, Chancellor 7th Div. 

\Evidjene^,.of .W' A^ KMy^ of Maury County ^ Tenne^si^. 

> 

Mr.W. A. Kelly, being called and duly sworn as directed by 
law, deposes and sajrd: "' '' .' 

His name is W. A. Kelly; that'he resides about fivd miles West 
of Mount Pleasant, Maury County, Tennessee;; that he is, by occu- 
pation, a farmer, and made actop there this yfear; that he is about 
28 years of age. 
* Q. Was you a soMier during the late war? . 

A. I was- 

Q. In whafrarmy? . 

A. 'Federal army; 1st Florida Regiment of Cavalrjr, Ca. D,, 
commanded by Captain Rowliri Rumbar. 
/ Q. Was you honorably discharged the service? 

A. I w&s, about the 3d of Sept., 1865. 

Q. Ho^ long have you lived where you now live? 

A. About two years. 

Q. Are you a voter there? 

A. I am. 

Q. Did you vote there in Ae Spring eleotion for county officers? 

.A. I did, at Mount Pleasant. 

Q. Was there any disturbance at the polls; or did any one try 
to keep the voters from voting as they desired, by threats? 

A. There was some disturbance, and I heard some^ men making 
threats against the voters if they did not vote against the Union 
ticket. I saw one mai^ present his pistol at a colored voter, and 
say to him that if he did not vote as he wished, he should not vote 

at all. • 

Q. Did any one try to prevent this in your presence? 

A. They did. 
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Q: Have you; at any time, since yon have Uvied'tliere, been in- 
terrupted?- y ' •'■ v^ ■'■• '■ ■ . - 

A, Not till Tuesday night last. Then a band of men masked 
and armed^ kbout 14 in nnmber, came to my house about ten or 
eleven o'clock at iiight, aftd violently broke down my doors, and 
came into my. house and oilled for me. I ikad left the house, get* 
ting out at the window. My wife told them I was out. They fired 
at me as I left my house, and swore 'they would kill me. They 
presented a^Jpistol at my wife's head, and told her if she did not 
get my i^otiey tor them, that they would kill her. She refused to 
get it for th«m, when they broke open my trunk and Aook $160 
out of it, and carried it away,, and tore upi&y army discharge, and 
my certiJScate of tOgiBtriition, and turned the stock i^to my fields. 
They stayed about the place till a short time before daylight, and 
then left, after breaking up my Aot^giin: ' ^ 

Q. Ll-^^^ y^^ ^^ y^^' ^^^^> re(Jogtd»e any of them? 

A, We did not. 

Q Did you leave home^for fear.pf beipg killed? . ^ 

A* I did, as the Klan swore they would have me, if I remained 
on the land. 

Q Have you heard the rebels say anything as regards the elec- 
tion for President, in November next? 

>A* J have heard thcsm S3»y. that if they were not allowed to 
vote, that they would not allow any one ^Ise to vote in said election. 

Q: From whaA,you can see. i!,nd learn, is this generally the feel- 
ings of the rebels, or theDeiao^r^tic party, there? 

A. It is the conclusion that I have come to from all of the 
actions of said parties, as lately revealed. 

Q. When this party waa at yowT: house, did they say anything 
about you having bewi in the.Fed^^al army? 

A, They said that no damned Union soldier or Abolitionist 
should live in the county. 

Q, Did the party call toy names when they were at your 
house? , 

A. They did call names. Some of the party cried out^ "snoot 
him, Knox, Tom Brown, and dliver Williams!" I heard this dis- 
tinctly. 

Q. Who did you think these names represented? 

A. I thought the name "Knox," represented Knox Canidy, 
who lives near me. The name "Tom Brown," such a man lives in 
about a mile of my house, , and I, think that he is the man. * "Oliver 
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Williams," UveBim about bn64ialfrmilei of < my houBO. I am of the 
opinion, that he was the man whose name was called, and who was 

there. ■ • "• '^. ? • -.•^;* ■' .■• J ::!-;'.: 

Qi Do you tht]iik,'that:anj Uuioin man,iirhois free to speak, ai;id 
advocate the cause of the BepuUkiail p(ajrtj7,. as Whigs and Demo* 
erats used to do, ip^otildhe allowed-tO: liy.e!in fhat county without l»6r 
ing molested?. i •' i ] .;; : vi- 

v:ii*^ Idoniot' ilibeUe^e the b^'Wotdd'bjdJkiUed. 

^■' ft' • f ' •. • 'UI« 

i • • • ■ ■ - ■. ' •. • ' . ' . ■ ; J i •■ .) J- .:•'■• M :7 / ! • niS . • 

■■''■ ' ■-'< ' 7'.,^ \A^' .. . W, A.. ><!Kbw*y.v 

' ' Witnessir—W* A. Q-abn^b. :.( . <. mark. , 

' Sworn abd subscribed t^ before nue^this idaji 



i^ f.- 
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''•■■■•, ''.'»'' 
Mr. Moses Boddy, being ea^l^>4nd><luly sworn, deposes. And 
says : 

He is 28 years of a^ei is, by' bdcttpatJoii, a farmer; .resides in 
about three mile^ of Corne?rsvill'e,Tenlies8ee; has lived there about 
three years. ' " 

Question* * Was you a soldier duiing the late war? 

A, I was no^. ' ;.? 

Q. Do yoti know anything of an '6irffat!ii&.tion commonly known 
^ia the Ku Klux otganizatioh? ' ■ ^'-■- ' ' < 

A. I do. I saw sotne thirtyiii^ri; feiyk'ed and armed, in Abril 
last. They came to my house at^ tight/; 'called for my pistols Add 
gun. I dtdiibt let thiem in rSatyttovlde.' ^They asked for my certifi- 
cate of registratiouj^ and said tKa< tUey were going to have th^im. 
I saw [them sonde time in' Mayi^-aiift.iii,^''they came back to my 
house. I was hid. Th^y fealled'fe^^nl^^ld my wife that I had 
as well cdine and give myself iip^ Tot Mfhey would have me if I 
stayed in the State. 

They came t6 my house agaiii^bbut the first of July, 1868; and 
rodQ around the house, about ten in number; cocked their pistols; 
called for me again. I then left; hbme, and went and lived with 
Mr. Braider, and Doctor Boid, on thi'lsrashville & Decatur Rail- 
road, near Lynnville, Giles County, Tennessee. I worked for them 
for about thrae weeks, durmg which time," four armed, masked men 
came to where I wisis at work. I; went to see Mr. John Braiden 
about it, and he told. me if I ^ad'a ^piktol, I had better give it up, 
and that quick; that if I did not, I wbul^ not be living two hours 
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from that time; that I had no business with a revolver. I went 
and got my clothing; and left for home. When I got there, I was 
informed by my wife, that they had been to my house after me. I 
kept myself concealed until a few days ago, when I suffered it to 
be known that I was at home, when the Ku Klux came again after 
me, and I left and came to Nashville, to keep from being killed by 
them. 

Q, Did you make a crop this year? 

A, I did; and am not able to gather it, unless I can be pro- 
tected there. his 

Moses ><! Boddy. 

Wittness — W. A. Garner. mark. 

Sworn and subscribed to before me, this day. 

W. J. Smith, Ch'm. Com. 

lUvidence of Thomas HarrelL 

Mr. Thomas Harrell, being called and duly sworn, deposes and 
says : He is about twenty-five years of age; resides in Giles 
county, Tennessee; has lived there for more than a year; is by 
occupation a farmer; made a crop this year with Mr. Brite Bearges, 
for a part of the crop. 

Question. Have you seen, at any time, any parties in your settle- 
ment in disguise or mask? 

Answer. I have. 

Q. When was the first time you saw such parties? 

-4, In July last — about the first days. There were some sixteen 
^n number. 

Q, Were they armed? 

A. They were. 

Q, What did they say to you, or in your hearing? 

A. They said that they were going to kill us. 

Q. Did they come in the house? 

A. They did npt. I refused to let them in the house. They got 
a rail to break down the door, and I, and Mr. Moses Boddy, who was 
in the house with me, told them that he would kill any man that 
broke down the door, and they left. 

Q. Have you seen them since? 

A. I have, often. 

Q. When were they at your house last? 

A. I was at home some three weeks ago, and my wife told me 
that they had been there the night before, four in number, and 
took her and forcibly violated her person. 
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Q, Do you know any of the men who belong to this organizatio:\. 

-4.' I do. 

Q. Do they live in that county? 

A, They do. 

Q, Were they rebels or Union men. 

A. Rebels. 

Q, Are you afraid to stay at home? 

A, I am; and lay out all or a good part of the Summer, to kec p 
from being killed. 

Q. Was any other person violated in your settlement? 

A. There has been others. 

Q. Who by? 

A. I do not know. 

Q. Have you heard any one say anything about the election for 
President? 

A. I have heard the rebels say often, that if they did not vote in 
the Presidential election that no one else should. These remarks 
are general and common there. 

Q. Can the voters there who are in favor of Genei'al Grant ex- 
press themselves without being in danger? 

A. They cannot. his 

Thomas X Harrell. 

Attest — ^^y. A. Garner. mark. 

Sworn and subscribed to before me, 

W. J, Smith, 

Ch*m. Com. on Military, 

Obiox County, Tennessee, 

August 17th, 1868. 
Mr. R. a. He watt : — 

Dear Sir: Yours of the 7th came to hand, and 

I am sorry to tell you that the Ku Klux have raided thfe county 

over. They havemsited almost every negro cabin in the countj', 

and taken every pistol and gun from the negroes they could get . 

their hands on; and if they gave any offense they got knocked and 

kicked very unmercifully. They beat Nath and Jim, the two negroes 

that belonged to Gid Fox, for refusing to give up their guns. They 

threaten the negroes with certain death, if they ever attempt to vote 

or carry arms again. They have visited some Union men's houses, • 

but have not done serious damage yet. Some of, and I might say 

almost all the rebels are elated with the prospect of soon getting the 

government into their hands. They say they intend to vote, r^ 
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there is any voting done; and if Brownlow goes to organize any 
]iiilitia here they will break it up. There has not been such a re- 
joicing here since the fall of Fort Pillow, or the death of Senator 
Case, as there is over the triumph of the Ku Klux. There will be 
no election here without soldiers, sui'e. They have got up petitions 
to the Legislature to give them the franchise, and induced some 
weak-kneed Union men to sign them; and at the same time had 
the l)loody Ku Klux prowling the country over, and robbing the 
neorroos of everything they wanted. 

Yours, respectfully, 



Such, Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Senate, is the 
evidence adduced before vour committee, of outraojes commit- 
ted by the Ku Klux Klan. 

AH of which is resJpectfully submitted. 

W. J. SMITH, 

Ch'm. Senate Committee. 

W. F. PROSSER, 

Ch'm. House Committee. 

Ordered to be printed September 2d, 18G8. 
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